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I am sometimes in the semblance of my father. I’ll 
be sitting there at my desk, reading a book. It will 
be laying flat and open before me. And for a 
moment I will notice that the way I am sitting in 
my chair, the way my forearms rest on the 
desktop, the way my hands hold the book, the 
turn the pages - it’s just like my father. Is it 
imitation? Or located somewhere in the deep 
recesses of DNA? A combination of both?

There is little doubt about the significance of a 
parent’s influence on a child. Before a child 
reaches the age of 7, much of this learning is 
bedded in for life.

Reality: fathers and mothers leave a legacy of 
faith - irrespective of whether that faith is 
grounded in Jesus, or self, or riches, or whatever. 
The question is not so much whether to leave a 
legacy of faith, but more which faith will be 
communicated. 

As we prepare to 
celebrate the 
Reformation next 
month, it seems 
appropriate to have 
a few small prayers 
translated from 
Dutch. In previous 
generations, they 
were prayed by 
fathers and mothers 
in the presence of 
their children. As we 
read and remember, let us commit to leaving the 
legacy of life with Jesus, that our children might 
see, embrace, live, and themselves leave such a 
legacy for their children.

- Dave Groenenboom

The CRCA at work through workgroups & local churches

The birth of HOPE

Introducing Hope 
Community Church, 
Baldivis -  the newest 
CRCA church plant 
south of Perth

Page 2

So, you want to be a 
writer?

In a two part article, 
Emily Maurits talks 
about what it means 
to be a Christian 
fiction writer

Page 3-5

Me? Ministry?

If you’re thinking 
about ministry or 
mission, Fan the 

Flame could be 
just the thing for 

you

Page 14

Before we eat...

Can a few old mealtime 
prayers still stir the 
hearts of elderly 
saints?

Page 13

RTC One year down...

Graeme & Amanda 
Zuidema share with us 
about their first year at 
RTC

Page 6

Blessed are those who 
mourn...

We reprint a short 
extract from Nicholas 
Wolterstorff, recently 
posted on Mark 
Glanville’s blog

Page 11

   Quarterly Newsletter of the CRCA	 Issue No.5 September 2013

Faith of Our Fathers



C A T A L Y S T

2 ...Churches reforming to reach the lost for Christ

On 8 September Hope 
Community Church Baldivis, 
held its first weekly service in the 
newly built Baldivis Secondary 
College (BSC). We praise God for 
his provision through this school 
community. 

With very little public 
infrastructure in the Baldivis area, 
meeting space is difficult to come 
by. So we are delighted to use this 
new facility. We are currently 
meeting in the Media Centre 
Music Room (access via  school 
carpark on Pleasantview Parade, 
Baldivis) and are blessed to have 
access to some musical 
equipment, and an additional 
large room for running crèche 
and Sunday School. 

Pastor Peter (above) has begun 
meeting with the chaplain at BSC 

to plan a Dad’s & Kids Campout at 
the school in November. The 
intention is to extend an 
invitation to dads of year 6 and 7 
students at the local primary 
schools to join the year 8 children 
at Baldivis Secondary college. 
Hope CCB will provide 
assistance to run this event 
including set up, games and 
cooking a large breakfast for all in 
attendance.  

• Please pray for the Lord’s rich 
blessing and provision on this 
event and for the families that 
partake. 

In addition to this outreach 
strategy, the ladies at Hope have 

been running a weekly Toddler 
Jam, involving dance and play for 
mums with young children. We 
are delighted that a number of 
community mums have joined us 
and good friendships are being 
built, not to mention the great fun 
the kids are having!

Plans are now also underway to 
run an Introducing God course for 
our friends who would like to 
know more about our God and 
his Son Jesus Christ. This relaxed 
and conversational approach to 
sharing the gospel has been a real 
blessing for many.  

• Join us in praying that the Lord 
will draw a good number of 
friends to come. This will run 
during term four.  

We recognise that it is the Lord 
who builds His church, so please 
join us in thanking God for His 
wonderful provision. Please ask 
Him to draw to us those whom 
He is calling into relationship 
with Christ and to serve in His 
Kingdom.

Peter Smit

Hope Community Church, 
Baldivis Peter Smit writes about the CRCA’s newest church plant: Hope Community 

Church, Baldivis, WA - a plant from
Gateway Community Church, Cockburn Central

http://gatewaycc.com.au/hopecc-news/
http://gatewaycc.com.au/hopecc-news/
http://gatewaycc.com.au/hopecc-news/
http://gatewaycc.com.au/hopecc-news/
mailto:psmit@crca.org.au?subject=Hope%20Community%20Church%20-%20Catalyst
mailto:psmit@crca.org.au?subject=Hope%20Community%20Church%20-%20Catalyst
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The advent of kindles and e-books demonstrate 
that even in today’s high-tech society, the power of 
literature has not diminished. The label ‘Christian 
fiction’ often receives a mixed response, yet what is 
the power of Christian literature?

Christian readers are commanded (Phil 1:9-10; Col 
2:8) to consume the written word discerningly, and 
to test it against the eternal Word. This article does 
not seek to judge the merits of ‘Christian’ vs 
‘secular’ fiction, but aims to merely  outline the 
benefits of Christian fiction. 

The long walk
Christian fiction can reassure and challenge readers 
by offering a realistic rendering of life and our 
world. Novels can cover both the heights and 
depths of human experience and offer a Godly 
approach to them both. In moderation and with the 
right attitude this is not escapism, but a blessing.

Characters in fiction can meet with us, as we lie by 
the roadside, covered in dust. When we read of 
others weeping as we have wept, struggling as we 
struggle, we can be greatly encouraged. Christian 
fiction can reassure us that suffering is not 
shameful, Christians are not perfect and humanity 
is not perfect.

Not only so, but Christian fiction can serve to 
remind us of joy, and even awaken it in us. By 
vicariously experiencing a character’s journey we 
can be reminded of the joy of delighting in God, of 
loving others, of living as we were created.

Fictional characters can offer us a chance to 
examine ourselves and our world. Like a mirror to 
our soul, they can challenge and aid us in putting 
words to our own short comings. They can teach us 
about ourselves, even subconsciously, and even 
provide time for the personal reflection that is often 
neglected in day to day life. The manner in which 
problems are solved within a fictional world can 
also spark critical consideration and even better 
equip us to face our own challenges. Christian 
fiction can be a teaching ground for our lives.

The face of God
Christian fiction can also remind us of the hope we 
have, by showing us more clearly the face of God. 
This may be portrayed through a character’s 

Writing Jesus in...
How does a Christian writer write?

— Emily Maurits

Like a mirror to our soul, they can challenge 
and aid us in putting words to our own 

short comings
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desires. When characters long for justice, we see the 
justice of God; when they are loved or love 

sacrificially, we are reminded of God’s love; when 
they delight in the beauty of creation we see God’s 
creativity. As they fight for freedom or defend truth 
or uphold beauty we are reminded that these are 
from God, and are part of his plan for the world.

Thus, Christian fiction reawakens readers to the 
universal struggle between good and evil and, 
whether blatantly or implicitly, offers God as the 
solution for every problem we encounter. We are 
reminded of a plan beyond ourselves, a hope apart 
from ourselves, an eternity removed from this life. 

Christian fiction, even when dark, is never 
enduringly hopeless, because God is with 
humanity. There is an ending to our pain; there is a 
greater design.

The never-ending story
Christian fiction should differ from ‘secular’ fiction 
in that it does not draw the reader inward, but 
rather propels us outward. When we are reassured 
by weeping characters we should be encouraged to 
persevere; when we are reminded of joy we should 
be moved to discover joy ourselves. When it offers 
hope, we should long to take that hope and live by 
it each day, and when we discover our faults we 
should be moved to the cross.

Christian fiction can re-excite the hunger within us 
for God, the longing for eternity. The stories should 
awaken and equip our God-given imagination to 
long for a world beyond this one, for a greater 
reality. We should be pushed out into the world 
with a desire to love others more, to love God 
more.

Christian fiction will engage us, change us, move 
us beyond the story, toward God. It may mess with 
our hearts, challenging us to change, and have us 
yearning for God’s better world in Jesus.

Swearing, sexual immorality 
and violence are all frowned 
upon in Christian literature, 
but what about the more subtle 
means of ‘writing God out’ of a 
story? What obligations do 
Christian authors have to God 
and their readers? 

Defining ‘Christian literature’ 
can be ambiguous at best, but 
it is often described as 
literature written in order to 
promote the Christian 
worldview. Christian authors 
have a responsibility to God to 
use their gifts for the 
furtherance of his glory. 

Friendship – the 
solution to 
everything?
Writers have long extolled the 
virtues of close 
companionship. Friendship is 
God-ordained and pleasing to 

Writing God out…
How Christian fiction writers can get it wrong

Christian fiction can

• encourage us in our pain

• force us to reflect

• remind us of joy

• reveal God’s character

• create a longing for God

• propel us out into our world
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him, but when friendship is 
glorified above all else, God can 
be pushed to the sidelines. If two 
people complete each other 
absolutely, and friendship can 
overcome all evil, where is the 
need for God? 

One way to combat this is to 
write realistically. In real life 
friends are not always going to 
come back for you, they’re not 
always going to say the right 
words and they’re not always 
going to be by your side.

Perhaps this means writing 
characters who eventually hunger 
and desire for God more than 
they hunger and desire for the 
girl next door. It definitely means 
writing a story in which the 
restoration of friendship doesn’t 
necessarily equal a happy ending.

Friendship is all very good when 
those involved are young and 
healthy, but what happens when 
they get married – or marry each 
other – settle  down, have 
children? Where is the power of 
friendship in the face of real fear, 
aging, and the yawning mouth of 
eternity?

Glorifying humanity’s 
flaws
Today’s society and the Bible both 
reveal that man has always been 
tempted to idealise humanity. 
Christian authors are called to 
write realistically of the human 
condition, and this means having 
broken, fragile humans. It does 
not mean commending this 
condition. There is nothing loving 
about adultery, nothing brave 
about selfishness, nothing 

empowering about needless 
rebellion. Christians are not 
called to write in rose coloured 
ink or to produce escapist 
fantasies. 

What is our ‘humanity’? It is a 
corrupted image containing the 
common graces of love, courage, 
sacrifice, hope, self-control as well 
as the all-pervading cracks of 
selfishness, hatred, envy, anger 
and bitterness. Don’t mistake the 
cracks for the picture. It’s a big 

there is no clear divide between 
good and evil individuals

temptation, this idealisation of 
humanity, because it dignifies our 
flaws, glorifies our selves. It also 
removes the need for grace. Write 
humans who are broken to pieces 
and long for healing but don’t 
find it, read of humans torn apart 
by pain who discover 
redemption. Don’t be afraid of 
suffering, for God dignifies 
human turmoil by enduring it 
himself, in Jesus. Be afraid of 
dignifying the black stains God 
shed his blood to remove. 

Ignoring humanity’s 
flaws
Another way to inaccurately 
portray humanity is to selectively 
place negative, evil, or otherwise 
undesirable traits in only certain 
characters. This upholds society’s 
persistent subconscious belief 
that ‘underneath everyone is 
really okay, you know?’ Except 
for the villains of course. 
They’re…well, they’re bad. Evil is 
compartmentalized when most 
humans are glorified as 
essentially good, while some are 
condemned as intrinsically evil. 

There is, however, no clear divide 
between good and evil 
individuals. Hence heaven on 
earth is not possible; no one lives 
happily ever after in this life. All 
of humanity has a problem with 
sin – so don’t delegate that 
problem to a few characters and 
promote others to demi-god 
status. Christian writers are called 
to write the struggle between 
good and evil accurately and 
bravely. Don’t portray watered 
down evil, don’t lower the stakes, 
don’t localise depravity. 
Underestimation of sin 
depreciates the Cross.. 

Writing tips:

• Try not to replace God

• Try not to glorify failings

• Beware of portraying perfect people

• Make God an intrinsic part of your story
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This may seem like license to 
write a depressing account of 
human sinfulness. And yet, the 
Bible is surely the most 
thorough account of human 
depravity and wickedness, and 
remains far from discouraging. 
Perhaps this is a call to study 
the Book from which all other 
books are only feeble copies.

Our charge as 
Christians
All books propound 
philosophy; all stories 
champion a world view, and 
embrace a truth. As Christians 
we have the ability to write 
realistically of the world in 
which we live, for we have 
nothing to fear. Friendships 

may fail, heroes may be fallen, 
sin may pervade all, yet we 
have an eternal hope. Any 
author can write of hope, 
courage, self-sacrifice and love 
in the face of overwhelming 
odds. Only a Christian can 
write of the grace and mercy of 
God.

- Emily Maruits

It’s just eight weeks until Fan the Flame is held again. 
Over the years this weekend has proven really helpful for 
many people thinking about mission, ministry and 
ministry training. 

It is designed to help raise future gospel workers. Over 
three days people have exposure to the RTC and have 
opportunity to wrestle with questions about calling, 
ministry options, theological education and training 
pathways.

Comments from 2012…

• the fellowship with other young people from around 
the CRCA and RCNZ was of great encouragement

• I think the best thing about FTF was meeting and 
having discussions with like-minded people

• the food was outstanding and plentiful

•  [FTF gave me] clarity on the questions that I had, 
[and] encouragement to be of service to people to 
honour God.

• I would “most definitely” recommend FTF to others in 
my church

Fan the Flame will be held at the RTC from 23 to 25 November. 

For more details go to the RTC website: www.rtc.edu.au/
Calendar/Events or call (03) 5244 2955

What is ministry, and is it for me?

mailto:emilymaurits@gmail.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:emilymaurits@gmail.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:sedwards@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame
mailto:sedwards@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame
http://www.rtc.edu.au/Calendar/Events
http://www.rtc.edu.au/Calendar/Events
http://www.rtc.edu.au/Calendar/Events
http://www.rtc.edu.au/Calendar/Events
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Before the meal:

Heavenly Father, who feeds all of life,
Crown this table with your blessing
May we feed and drink from all the goodness 

we have received from your gracious hand.
Teach us to guard against excess, that we 

might learn to act in a righteous manner.
Strengthen our souls with your word.
Amen

After the meal:

We thank you for providing our every need, 
and for the bountiful supply of food and 
drink we have received, 

 while others go hungry.
You have fed us lovingly and plentifully.
Grant, however, that our souls may not be 

attached to earthly and perishable things, 
 but that in the end, we may live with you 

forever.
Amen

Before the meal:

O Vader die al ‘t leven voedt
Kroon deze tafel met Uw zegen
En spijs en drenk ons met het goed, van Uwe 

milde hand verkregen.
Leer ons voor overdaad ons wachten, doe ons 

gedragen zoals ‘t behoord.
Leer ons het hemesle betrachten
Sterk onze zielen door Uw woord.
Amen

After the meal:

Wij danken U voor nooddruft en voor 
overvloed, 

Waar menig mens eet brood der smarte
Hebt Gij ons mild en wel gevoed 
Doch geef dat onze ziel
Niet aan dit verganklijk leven kleef 
Maar dat wij doen wat Gij gebied
En eindlijk eeuwig bij U leef
Amen

Prayers of our fathers
Rev Gerald Hanscamp has sent us two old Dutch prayers. Gerald notes that many older people who were born 
in Holland may remember their father, mother, or grandparent praying these prayers before and after meals. 

As we read them, we are reminded again of how important it is for parents to model faith to their children. 
God’s Word calls us to tell our children about the mighty acts of God. This is more than communicating facts. 
It is living in a way that embodies Jesus so much that the young lives around us grow up seeing that living for 
Jesus is God’s design for life.

It may be true that in some cases, prayers like these were learned by rote, and spoken with little thought. Yet for 
others such prayers flowed from faithful lips and humble hearts: their constant form and familiar tones 
communicating something of the very faithfulness of the Lord whom they addressed.

We reprint these prayers with the hope that for some, they might evoke a memory of some past interaction with 
our gracious God, and that once again, men and women might call on the name of him who has so lovingly and 
plentifully provided all good gifts in his Son.

[English translation: Pauline Bouchier; Dutch editorial assistance: Keith Warren]

mailto:e-pbouchier@bigpond.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:e-pbouchier@bigpond.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:kvwarren@bigpond.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:kvwarren@bigpond.com?subject=email%20subject
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Our first impression is that it is a 
blessing and a privilege to study 
at a college that shares so much 
history with the Reformed 
Churches of New Zealand 
(RCNZ) and Christian Reformed 
Churches of Australia (CRCA). 
The RTC photo gallery displays 
this legacy.  I look at the photos 
and marvel at the service the RTC 
has provided for the church.  

This history says I am studying at 
a college that has been tried and 
tested for nearly 60 years. The 
college has equipped many 
faithful gospel men and women 
for kingdom work. As I sit in 
lectures, I am confident that what 
is taught is faithful to God’s Holy 
Word. 2 Tim 2 declares, “entrust 
[the Word] to reliable men who 
will also be qualified to teach 
others.” So we trust that this 
historical college, with which the 
RCNZ and CRCA has had a long 
and ongoing relationship, 
continues to diligently entrust the 
Word to reliable men, who are 
capable to teach. 

Our second impression is the 
value of learning the RTC 
provides. The first semester I 
have studied Christian Worship, 
Church History, Old Testament 
Foundations and Greek. The 
classes have been thorough and 
engaging, taught not only with a 

strong Reformed perspective, but 
also with an awareness of the 
New Zealand and Australian 
cultures. In most cases, class 
outlines and PowerPoint slides 
are uploaded onto “RTC-
Moodle”. So if your note taking 
lets you down, you can just 
download the PDFs. 

Every student needs books, and 
the Geneva Foundation has 
provided full-time RTC students 
with a $400 bursary from 
Reformers Bookshop in Sydney. 
This generous gift will really help 
in my second semester,  as I study 
Christian Worldview, Church 
History, Old Testament Prophets 
and Greek. 

While the RTC is an academic 
college, it also continuously 
encourages head and heart 
engagement. Tuesday morning 
devotions and the weekly 
Spiritual Formation Groups are a 
helpful reminder that Jesus Christ 
is our all in all, and that the next 
high distinction is not the 
ultimate goal.

Our third impression is the RTC’s 
mission heart. This occurs at 
many levels, but we particularly 
appreciate the RTC’s outreach to 
those who live in Barkley Hall. 
Barkley Hall provides 
accommodation for RTC students 

and other tertiary students 
studying in Geelong. Monthly 
accommodation fees include 
weekday evening meals in the 
RTC dining room. These meals 
commence with a short devotion 
led by RTC students, residents or 
staff members. Most Friday 
nights our family joins the 
residents for a meal and I have 
been given the opportunity to 
lead the devotion, sharing the 
gospel with 30 plus residents. The 
majority are non-Christians from 
various backgrounds - an 
extraordinary opportunity. We 
pray that the Lord will open 
hearts to the gospel and continue 
to bless the mission endeavours 
of the RTC.

Prayer Requests!

We have some prayer requests for 
the wider RTC community:

• First, please pray for the 
lecturers and their families; the 
lecturers’ responsibility for 
equipping men and women is 
of upmost importance.

• Second, please pray for the 
students and their families. 
Along with other students, we 
treasure your ongoing prayer. 

• Third, please pray for more 
students, especially those 
considering pastoral ministry. If 

RTC 
Impressions
Graeme & Amanda Zuidema, shown here 
with children Sarah and Joshua, are in their 
first year of study at the Reformed 
Theological College, Geelong

http://reformers.org.au
http://reformers.org.au
http://www.rtc.edu.au
http://www.rtc.edu.au
http://www.rtc.edu.au
http://www.rtc.edu.au
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we consider the vacancies 
within the RCNZ and the 
CRCA alone, we are not 
training enough men to fill 
established churches, let 
alone upcoming church 
plants. Jesus’ words, “the 
harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few,” (Mt 9:38), 
certainly ring true. 
Personally, I would love more 
RCNZ pastoral ministry 
students to attend the RTC. 
Given Br Luke Scheepers has 
completed his studies, I’m it! 
At times I have found this 
quite discouraging. 

Nevertheless, the Lord has 
graciously blessed us with 
fellow students from other 
denominations such as the 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia and the 
CRCA. The ongoing 
encouragement and 
conversation with these 
students and the lecturers is 
priceless. 

Resting on His Amazing Love

We realise that we still have so 
much to learn and many 
challenges to face over the next 

3½ years. With the Lord’s 
strength, we rest on God’s 
amazing love for us in Christ. 
Our constant prayer is that we 
will continue to be shaped and 
moulded by God, for his glory. 

- Graeme Zuidema

[In light of our prayer request for 
more students, there are upcoming 
conferences which you can attend. 
Check out the RTC website for 
more information 
www.rtc.vic.edu.au/Calendar/
Events.] 

Review: Explicit Gospel
Matt Chandler with Jared Wilson 
($16.99 [HB]; US$7.99 Kindle Edition)

So, I needed a resource to use at Gateway to 
develop a cohesive understanding of the Gospel. 
In the past, I’d been a little disappointed with 
some books about the Gospel. They often 
focussed on what Jesus had done on the Cross, 
and how he was the sacrifice for our sins, how 
he has cleansed us of our guilt, borne our 
punishment, and reconciled us to the Father. 
Much reason for humble praise, no doubt about 
it. 

What I often missed was the biblical depth to 
the good news of Jesus. In some cases, the 
'gospel' presented seemed almost human 
centred, telling the story about a God who is just 
waiting to shower blessings on people, and who 
is only complete and happy when we turn to 
him. In Explicit Gospel, Chandler counters that 
the Bible is not about us, and that we are not the 
story of God's redemption. "The Gospel is for us, 

but it is not about 
us ... The Gospel 
begins not with us 
or our need, or even 
the meeting of that 
need, but with the 
writer of that 
message and the sender of its heralds: God 
himself" (p.31, 21).

An additional complication is that some Gospel 
presentations begin and end with the salvation 
of people, and then often with a very 
individualised focus. On those occasions we are 
left wondering what happened to the biblical 
picture of the new heavens and the new earth, of 
a restored universe, of the victory of Christ over 
a groaning creation. True: we believe in grace 
alone, Christ alone, faith alone, Scripture alone, 
and living for God's glory alone. But we must 

mailto:greymanda@gmail.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:greymanda@gmail.com?subject=email%20subject
http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au/Calendar/Events
http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au/Calendar/Events
http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au/Calendar/Events
http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au/Calendar/Events
http://www.gatewaycc.com.au
http://www.gatewaycc.com.au
http://www.koorong.com/search/product/explicit-gospel-the-matt-chandler/9781433530036.jhtml;jsessionid=C21D8AE47BA07CE669B747564D6DDE80
http://www.koorong.com/search/product/explicit-gospel-the-matt-chandler/9781433530036.jhtml;jsessionid=C21D8AE47BA07CE669B747564D6DDE80
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never settle for an understanding of salvation 
which only talks about people alone. 

Chandler is proudly reformed, so we expect his 
understanding of the impact of Jesus' death and 
resurrection to be biblically grounded, Christ 
centred, and God glorifying. Which it is. Where 
Chandler really excels is that he not only 
understands the implications of the Gospel for 
individuals and restored community, he then 
marries this with Scripture's rich promises about 
the cosmic implications of the person and work 
of Christ. The terminology he uses is 'Gospel on 
the ground' (the human and personal contexts of 
the Gospel) and 'Gospel of the air' (the cosmic 
aspects of Christ's redeeming work). Chandler 
spends considerable time outlining the dangers 
of over emphasising one aspect at the expense of 
the other. These sections of Chandler’s work will 
challenge many assumptions and approaches of 
western evangelical Christianity. For me, this is 
the real strength of Chandler's book. 

Chandler's approach is deeply grounded in the 
redemptive-historical narrative arc of creation - 

fall - redemption - restoration. Ordinarily, the 
reader might expect such a treatment and its 
application to be somewhat theological and 
abstract. Not Chandler. His treatment is readable 
and wonderfully accessible. "The Gospels show 
us Jesus and his friends preaching 'the Gospel of 
the kingdom,' which is about God's beginning to 
set all things right, the ensuring that God's glory 
is reflected everywhere on earth just like it is in 
heaven. Jesus' mission then, is both personal 
transformation and global transformation. His 
work is epic." The later sections of Explicit Gospel 
outline some of the ways Jesus' followers can 
work to bring this transformation to expression. 

Explicit Gospel is the best extended outline of the 
Gospel I have ever read. It is clear, Scriptural, and 
accessible. It will be a essential resource for 
leaders, elders, pastors, and church members to 
find clarity and depth and they teach and disciple 
others. 

- Dave Groenenboom



C A T A L Y S T

...Churches reforming to reach the lost for Christ 11

Contact details
David Groenenboom — Editor
0418 383 055
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forwarded in electronic format to 
catalyst@crca.org.au

Follow and interact with Catalyst
 
FaceBook

Twitter

Catalyst
•God reveals himself to fallen people through 
his Word, in his acts of creation and 
providence

•Jesus comes to reconcile people to God and 
restore all things to God through his cross 
and resurrection

•As people come under Christ’s rule and 
proclaim his kingdom, praise and honour is 
directed to God

Catalyst seeks to
•highlight God’s work through CRCA local churches, classes, 

and workgroups

•honour God by showing God’s transforming grace at work in 
people through CRCA ministries and mission

•encourage local churches toward increasing health and 
witness

‘“Blessed are those who mourn.” What can it 
mean? One can understand why Jesus 
hails those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, why he hails the merciful, why he 
hails the pure in heart, why he hails the 
peacemakers, why he hails those who endure 
under persecution. These are qualities of 
character which belong to the life of the 
kingdom. But why does he hail the mourners of 
the world? Why cheer tears? It must be that 
mourning is also a quality of character that 
belongs to the life of his realm.

Who then are the mourners? The mourners are 
those who have caught a glimpse of God’s new 
day, who ache with all their being for that day’s 
coming, and who break out into tears when 
confronted with its absence. They are the ones 
who realise that in God’s realm of peace there is 
no one blind and who ache whenever they see 
someone unseeing. They are the ones who realise 

that in God’s realm there is no one hungry and 
who ache whenever they see someone starving. 
They are the ones who realise that in God’s 
realm there is no one falsely accused and who 
ache whenever they see someone imprisoned 
unjustly. They are the ones who realise that in 
God’s realm there is no one who fails to see God 
and who ache whenever they see someone 
unbelieving. They are the ones who realise that 
in God’s realm there is no one who suffers 
oppression and who ache whenever they see 
someone beat down. They are the ones who 
realise that in God’s realm there is no one 
without dignity and who ache whenever they 
see someone treated with indignity. They are the 
ones who realise that in God’s realm of peace 
there is neither death nor tears and who ache 
whenever they see someone crying tears over 
death. The mourners are aching visionaries.’

- Nicholas Wolterstorff, ‘Lament for a Son’

Reprinted... ...from Mark Glanville’s blog ‘For He has made you beautiful’

Catalyst is published on a quarterly basis 
in March, June, September, and 
November. 

* Logo developed by Darren Willans from 
116Design
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