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There were days when a desire to be a missionary 
had people thinking about entering a developing 
country, and working with people groups who 
had never heard the Gospel.

Things have changed. While there’s still plenty of 
need in overseas mission fields, we understand 
that mission also happens in our own back yard, 
and that our own nation is full of people who 
have never heard about Jesus.

Mission is everything God sends the church into 
the world to do. Going across the street is mission 
as much as going to the ends of the earth. 

This issue of Catalyst includes presents mission in 
Burma, mission in Glenbrook NSW, mission in 
Indonesia through translation work, mission 
through planting churches, mission through 
various CRCA agencies like GOSPEL, through 
churches seeking to reach South African migrants, 

and through collaboration to bring training and 
equipping to leaders in several states. Mission is 
making disciples and mission is teaching and 
developing disciples.

Our prayer is that God will draw you into his 
mission right where you are.

- Dave Groenenboom
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Travelling to Myanmar (Burma) 
was my first ever trip overseas. 
People kept warning me that it 
would be a culture shock, but I 
actually found settling back into 
my normal life after I got back 
more of a challenge!

I appreciated being able to see the 
areas surrounding the New Life 
Orphanage in order to 
understand the bigger picture. 
We were taken for a trishaw ride 
through a village, and so 
experienced the sights, sounds 
and smells up close! The people 
are very friendly and live in small 
grass huts, get their water from 
pumps and eat food I have never 
seen before! They also paint a 
yellow paste (derived from a 
root) on their faces for sun-

protection and for cosmetic 
reasons! Seeing raw meat for sale 
at the market just sitting there 
with flies buzzing in the 42 
degree heat was interesting! And, 
oh…..observing the way people 
drive in Myanmar is an 
experience in itself! Total chaos, 
no rules,  yet not a vehicle with a 
scratch or dent! Rising up above 
the tree line and into the hot haze 
of the sky, at regular intervals, are 
the gold-leaf covered pagodas, 
and Buddhist monks are to be 
seen everywhere.

New Life Orphanage is a happy, 
busy place. What made the 
biggest impact on me was the 
children, and the reality of the 
difference that the orphanage was 
making in the childrens’ lives. It 
leaves me wanting to do anything 
I can to help facilitate the work 
that is taking place there: like, 
support the leaders and help with 
resources.

What is extremely apparent at the 
orphanage, is Love. These 
children have no parents and one 
small locker that contains all their 
worldly possessions, yet they 
have God, each other, a great 
team of carers, their mother 

figure Bella, and behind the 
scenes…all the wonderful people 
in Australia who sponsor the 
children and support the 
orphanage in many ways.

New Life 
Orphanage:

Burma
Kerri Schefe (pictured) writes 

about her first trip to an 
overseas mission field

What made the biggest impact was 
the children, and the difference the 

orphanage was making in their 
lives

Above: raw meat at the 
market - complete with flies 

- in 42 degree heat... 
interesting!
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The children were so excited to 
see us, and interacting with them 
(even though we couldn’t 
communicate via language) was 
something special! Some of the 
children are in their late teens and 
have been at the orphanage since 
they were little; some arrived 
there only weeks before we did, 
yet they all clearly accepted one 
another and formed a special 
family! 

It is quite clear that God is at 
work in this amazing place. How 
could He not be? For He is placed 
first in everything! The children 
sing and pray and praise God 
every day, and even when I 
offered the pre-schoolers three 

little crackers each as a treat, they 
sang (unprompted!) grace and 
thanked God. Joy and hope is 
abundant here. The hope in this 
orphanage then becomes hope for 
others in Burma as children who 
love God grow up and share the 
good news with others, 
demonstrating Christ’s love.

It was amazing to see the 
different talents and skills (and 
the age spread) of the team and 
how God had assembled the right 
combination of people to get the 
work done in order to give the 
children the best possible 
environment and care. We had 
musicians, teachers, tradies and 
labourers, computer technicians, 

a chef, sewing experts, a doctor, 
youth workers and people who 
contributed just by adding more 
love into the mix and being 
supportive team members!

I have come away from Myanmar 
and the New Life Orphanage 
realising that one person can 
make a difference to the lives of 
others, both far away and near… 
and when all else is stripped 
away it is LOVE that makes all 
the difference.

(And yes…I’m going back!).

Kerri Schefe
Redlands CRC

  
2013 Preaching Conference  

 
Thursday 26 and 
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September 

 

Guest Speaker 
Dr Peter Adam 

Former Principal 
Ridley College, Melbourne 

  
 
 
 
 

 

03 5244 2955 125 Pigdons Road 
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Many CRC people might not 
have heard of the work of 
Translation Fellowship Indonesia 
(TFI). It’s a group of Reformed 
Christians who are passionate 
about Indonesia and seeing 
God’s Word brought to that 
thirsty country.

It began over 10 years ago when 
Gerald and Anne Hanscamp 
were visiting orphanages in Bali 
and seeing a version of the Bible 
being read to children who did 
not understand. From small 
beginnings of donating 
Childrens’ Bibles to those 7 
orphanages (with 600 children)  
began a much bigger mission 
work. Gerald came back and 
started to raise funds to have 
children’s bibles translated. 

The work grew and Henk de 
Waard, Pieter Tuit, Harry Berends 
and Max Doedens joined 
together to form TFI. Over 
$150,000 has been raised and put 
to translation and printing work 
with over 20,000 printed books 
distributed so far. 

Those who receive or order these 
resources are asked to pay at least 
for the postage or shipping costs, 
though some cannot even afford 
that. These funds are ploughed 
back into the project. The need 
and demand is huge and the TFI 

group simply expands the work 
as the funds come in. 

So far the TFI project has 
translated six key resources into 
Bahasa Indonesia and these are 
used in orphanages, Christian 
schools and churches for 
instruction and evangelistic 
purposes. 

Firstly for children - Marian 
Schoolland’s Bible Stories for 
Children  ($12.50) and Leading 
Little Ones to God, both in hard 
cover, ($6.25) have been very 
popular. Many CRC folk will 
remember these books from their 
own childhood. Costs have been 
kept so low because Eerdmans 
charged only $US100 for 
copyright costs.

We have now 60 organisations willing 
to distribute these books to the farthest 

corners of Indonesia

Secondly some fantastic teaching 
tools – Bill Berends’ booklet, Basic 
Theology ($2.50) and the old 
teenage instructional guide Teach 
Me Thy Way ($6.50) have been 
used extensively in training 
church leaders and young 
people. 

Thirdly, The Bible League’s The 
Touch of His Hand (0.60c) has been 

widely used as an evangelism 
tool. 

A new round of funds raised has 
just provided for another 
production run of 2000 of all TFI 
items. The next step for TFI is 
producing a set of smaller 32 
illustrated page bible story 
booklets for use in school and 
children’s ministry - Key 
Characters and Stories from the 
Bible.  

Says Toenggoel Siagian, the 
Djakata church leader and 
publisher/distributor, “We have 
now 60 organisations willing to 
distribute these books to the 
farthest corners of Indonesia, 
including some of those 
unreachable corners in the urban 
slums and street children 
communities.” 

The work of TFI continues as 
funds are donated. Even small 
contributions of $60 gets to reach 
at least 200 people with the 
message of salvation. What a 
wonderful opportunity and 
privilege that we can share the 
gospel with our neighbour 
Indonesia.

- Gerald Hanscamp
Ghanscamp@m2data.com.au

PO Box 78
Glenbrook, 2773

Getting the Scriptures into 
Indonesian hands
Gerald Hanscamp tells us about the important translation work yielding great fruit amongst 
Indonesian people groups

mailto:Ghanscamp@m2data.com.au
mailto:Ghanscamp@m2data.com.au


C A T A L Y S T

...Churches reforming to reach the lost for Christ 5

It is interesting that no matter what place you 
find yourself in there are still opportunities. Being 
elderly and in care has lots of frustrations, but 
even with these limitations I was delightfully 
surprised to find a new opening for service. 

At the old folks’ residence that is now my home 
there’s a 94 year old lady with a Dutch heritage. 
When I meet her she asks, ‘Do you also live 
here?’ Often times her mind is elsewhere. Those 
who love and care for the elderly would 
frequently find this a most challenging and 
upsetting situation. 

As I was trying to reach out to her I remembered 
that during my active pastoral years, when I 
visited elderly Dutch folk, they frequently had 
difficulty remembering recent events as their 
memory began to fail. And yet this does not 
apply to things from their childhood. So, one of 
the ways I could minister to them was through 
reciting old ‘memorables’ like the Lord’s Prayer, 
or praying in Dutch, or singing songs in the old 
language.

Recalling this, I started to sing with this Oma. 
Her response was glorious to witness. At times 
she would even correct me as we sang together! 
Her carers were amazed to see a spark returned, 
and that her mind can still dig deeply into the 
past. Her two daughters tell me that her memory 

is improving. What a blessing! What an 
opportunity!

I began to seek out more material as my own 
ability to recall those children’s songs and hymns 
started to need a little help.  I turned to some 
older Dutch songbooks and, with the help of a 
wonderful sister at Blaxland CRC, a bundle of 
nearly 50 songs in large print (ones that I knew as 
a child) has been compiled. 

From my small place in an aged care hostel I’m 
left wondering whether there are any other 
elderly Dutch folk who would love this little 
resource, or someone to sing with them. My hope 
is that this bundle of songs might help in 
‘pastoring’ elderly Dutch folk, reviving their 
memory, and bringing much needed enrichment 
and comfort to their lives.  

If you’d like a copy of the song bundle please 
contact me and I’ll organise for one to be sent to 
you. 

Regards in the name of Him who delights in 
hearing His praises sung in whichever language, 
whether by young or old. 

Gerald Hanscamp
Ghanscamp@m2data.com.au

Our Lady of Consolation – St Helens
32 Evans Road, Rooty Hill, NSW  

Still Singing...

Planting #1: One Way Christian Church

Baptism at Snug Beach

mailto:Ghanscamp@m2data.com.au
mailto:Ghanscamp@m2data.com.au
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One Way Christian Church, in 
southern Tasmania, was a church 
plant out of Kingston CRC 11 
years ago. It straddles the grey 
area between church plant and 
established church, and itself was 
involve in planting Redeemer 
Christian Church, in Huonville, 3 
years ago. In that time the 
church, by God’s grace, has 
grown from an original core team 
of about 20 to about 120, and has 
also sent 4 families to Redeemer.

This growth has been a great 
source of rejoicing in the church, 
with new conversions and 
baptisms from outside the church 
seen as a sign of God’s blessing. 
2011, for example, saw 6 
conversions and 12 baptisms and 
professions of living faith in 
Christ. Pastor Graham Sayer, 
who came to One Way in 2007, 
says that this has a great flow on 
affect to the rest of the church 

with renewed enthusiasm. As the 
church reflected on this growth 
they were reminded that growth 
was and is God’s work, which 

lead to a greater emphasis on 
prayer for revival from God.

But growth also brings with it 
challenges. Graham says that 
some of the greatest challenges 
are: 

• Sin, in the form of comfort, 
lifestyle and consumerism, is an 
ongoing threat. 

• Vision and enthusiasm can 
quickly dissipate if not fuelled. 

• The focus needs to be kept on 
strategic activities, such as 

raising leaders for ministry in 
the present and future. 

One of the key strategies that the 
church employs for growth is 
through Gospel Communities. 
These groups, where life, growth 
and mission are done in close 
community, give new converts an 
immediate community to belong 
to. One of the goals of these 
communities is to both grow and 
multiply, with the church recently 
growing from 5 to 7 Gospel 
Communities. New people 
joining these groups give an 
expectation of future growth, and 
the church continues to remain 
open to further church planting 
in the future.

BUY A BRICK and Support the 
work of Church Planting (see 
page 13)

- Clinton Berends

...the church was reminded that 
growth was and is God’s work

Planting #2

Earlier this year, Willetton CRC planted its fourth church, Wilson Christian Church. For nine 
months prior, the team had been meeting for prayer and planning, initially monthly, and then 

later weekly, before the first public service was held on February 10th this year.
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Since that time the church has 
seen a number of visitors come 
with about 10 staying connected 
with the church.

While new visitors have been 
great, church planter, Ben 
Murphy, has been greatly 
encouraged by seeing God at 
work in the lives of those in the 
core team. He says:

“For me probably the most exciting 
aspect of the church plant at this 
stage is how God is at work in the 
people of the core group…Everybody 
in the core team loved Willetton CRC 
(our mother church) and has found 
leaving friends and family, and a 
church we loved very difficult. In 
addition to that the desire to be really 
intentional about connecting with 
the community has been something 
that is stretching people out of their 
comfort zones. However it has been 
immensely encouraging to see the 
way the core team have given 
themselves to the challenges and have 
been willing to make the hard 
decisions for the sake of seeing the 
gospel go out.”

The church plant has a strong 
desire to make an impact on the 
surrounding communities so that 

people would connected to Jesus, 
his church and his mission. To 
achieve that they are working 
hard to be established as a strong 
and loving community where 
people see the gospel lived out in 
their lives and where they 
experience the love of Jesus. One 
of their key strategies in 
achieving this is that each person 
is a member of a Mission and 
Accountability Team, a context 
where people grow together in 
their faith and think seriously 
about how they are connecting 
with the world for the sake of 
Jesus.

When it comes to difficulties and 
struggles, Ben says

“By the grace of God, we can give 
thanks that our greatest struggles are 
yet to come. That may sound like a 
funny thing to say but what I mean 
is this: thus far we have experienced 
a relatively smooth ride. We have 
been blessed with a wonderful and 
committed core of people. We have 

experienced a precious sense of unity 
in purpose and fellowship. We have a 
great working relationship with the 
school whose premises we use. We 
have had hurdles to clear but so far 
they have been fairly low. However, 
this thankfulness is tempered by the 
reality that struggles will almost 
certainly come, so say more 
experienced church planters. 
Probably our greatest struggle at this 
time is the size of our premises which 
are fairly small, and which we have 
nearly outgrown with not too many 
other options around.”  

Please continue to pray for Ben 
and the team.

This year, Wilson Christian 
Church has been provided with a 
small amount of funding through 
the CRCA’s Church Planting 
Taskforce. 

In future the Taskforce hopes to 
be able to support more church 
plants in the CRCA and is 
currently running a fundraising 
campaign called Buy a Brick (see 
p. 13) 

- Clinton Berends

It’s immensely encouraging to see the 
ways the core team make hard 

decisions for the sake of the gospel

Advance Together
Queensland

On Saturday May the 25th, representatives from 
the Queensland Christian Reformed churches met 
together to grow in our understanding of 
following Jesus Christ more relentlessly. It was so 
encouraging to see a very mixed group of 
individuals meeting together to be challenged 
anew on our calling as disciples of the Master. 
Grey hair did not mean tired bodies! Skinny jeans 

and hipster glasses did not mean lacklustre 
passion! The brothers and sisters there were of 
one accord and the reason was Jesus. 

The opening address by Murray Capill was 
excellent and challenging. The Gospel writer 
Matthew held no punches in describing Jesus’ 
confronting description of discipleship. In order 
to be a disciple, you would have to come to a 
realisation of radical humility, knowing that we 
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are radically lost without our 
Shepherd, yet we are loved 
ferociously with a love that does 
not quit. This means that we will 
in turn love others with 
compassion even those who hurt 
us. We will “hug the porcupine” 
for the sake of following Christ 
faithfully and we will forgive 
generously because we have been 
forgiven from an astronomical 
debt. We were afflicted by the 
challenge of Christ’s words and 
yet soothed by the balm of his 
grace.

We were given the opportunity to 
gain specialised wisdom and 
knowledge through the 
workshops held by Ray Rus, 
Jonathan Vandenberg and Jack de 
Vries. As a small church with 
limited resources, the quality and 
expertise that my members from 
Nerang Community Church 
could plug into was a special gift. 
What I reflected on was that the 
ministry leaders in our churches 
don’t lack in willingness but 
rather the support and equipping 
that only these events can offer. 
Our church was able to send a 
‘delegate’ to each of the 
workshops to glean practical 
tools that we are able to take back 
into our local context. Each of us 
can fall into a rut of doing certain 
things in a certain way but it’s 
refreshing to have opportunities 

like Advance 
Together to give us 
a jolt out of 
complacency or to 
breathe new 
perspectives into 
our way of doing 
things. 

Some of the most encouraging 
feedback was from individuals 
who felt that they were part of a 
greater “team”. No longer was it 
“me”, but “us”, and together we 
were dreaming dreams about a 
Church full of passionate 
disciples. No longer was it just 
Toowoomba CRC or Westside 
trying to be innovative, rather, we 
were sharing ideas and planning 
on flooding our neighbourhoods 
with the Gospel and changing 
lives. 

Personally, I valued the fact that I 
was able to take some younger 
men, who don’t come from any 
reformed background, and are 
new Christians with a rapidly 
growing commitment to Christ 
and seeing them become inspired 
by a professionally-run event, 
attended by passionate Christians 
of all walks, meeting for the 
purpose of furthering the 
Kingdom of God here on earth. It 
was a moment where I was proud 
to be a “Refo” and I thank God 
for the experience. May what we 
learnt, not be lost; and may the 
hard work of implementing these 
dreams bear much fruit to the 
pleasure of God.

KJ Tromp
Nerang, Qld

Victoria

Preaching from Matthew 18, 
Murray Capill encouraged and 
challenged us with five main 
points: radical nothingness (1-5), 
radical holiness (6-10), radical 
love (12-14), radical reconciliation 
(15-20), and radical forgiveness 
(21-35). He concluded with what 
enables discipleship; namely, 
relationship, community, head, 
heart and hands.

After the completion of the 
plenary session, the conference 
was introduced to the elective 
speakers: Jonathan Vandenberg, 
speaking on small groups,  Ray 
Rus, speaking on pastoral care, 
Jack De Vries, speaking on 
leadership, and Leo Douma 
speaking on mission. 

The conference enabled 
individual churches to meet 
separately to discuss the plenary 
session and electives. The outline 
included: From the key talk and 
elective you attended, what are the 
one or two stand out points that 
apply to your church? And, after 
everyone has shared their insights, 
what are the underlying themes or 
stand out points that your church 
needs to consider? And, in what 
practical ways can your church make 
progress on these issues? What is 
most important right now? These 
questions allowed us to 
consolidate and crystallize all our 
thoughts from the various 
electives. 

Overall, the conference was 
beneficial to attend.  Advance 
Together created an opportunity 
for churches to meet with  
likeminded believers. They were 
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able to discuss discipleship for 
leaders, in pastoral care, in small 
groups, and in mission. We were  
reminded of Jesus’ words: “…all 
authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age” (Mt 28:18-20). 

These words encourage us with 
the truth that our Lord and 
Saviour is always with us, 
strengthening us as we strive to 
make disciples together.

Graeme Zuidema
RTC

Perth

Here in Perth, Advance Together saw 
people come from all walks, 
represented all types of ministries 
and age groups: Small Group 
leaders, youth leaders, children's 
ministry people, Pastors, pastoral 
carers, and others who just want to 
see the church do good ministry. 

I attended the Pastoral Care elective, 
and was impressed with the desire 
of those in the group to really do 
pastoral care well, and how the 
group grappled with the challenges 
of growing healthy pastoral support 
systems. 

• A woman from Gateway is just 
starting a new children's ministry. 
She attended the Leadership 
elective and found it terrific. 

• A young woman who attended the 
Small Group workshop said the 
workshop looked at Scriptural 
priorities for small group ministry, 
and that she was really 
encouraged through the 
discussion. 

• A couple attending the Mission 
elective were challenged to think 
about how they could change the 
way they talk with others, and 
look for better opportunities to 
share the message about Jesus. 

• An older man, whose congregation 
did not have a strong small group 
ministry found the discussion 
particularly helpful.

Over lunch the buzz and excitement 
of growing toward good ministry 
was palpable.

The Gateway group felt very 
positive about the day, with all 
workshops and all speakers being 
roundly appreciated. Our people left 
feeling better equipped for  ministry. 
Some had connected with others 
involved in similar ministries in 
other congregations. 

Best of all: we had shared group 
discussion about the needs of our 
church and had identified a few 
things we could start doing 
immediately. We prayed for our 
church, asking God to deepen our 
dependence on him as we sought to 
develop good ministry.

I am not normally someone who 
loves giving away my Saturday. Life 
is busy enough. But Advance Together 
was great. Seeing Gateway's 
ministry people encouraged and 
feeling more enabled in their task 
did me good. 

At another level, it was great how 
RTC, the Ministry Development 
Coach, the Youth Worker and 
Children's Worker, along with a local 
WA-CRCA speaker, had collaborated 
to deliver some excellent training.

Dave Groenenboom
Gateway, WA
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Gerald and Anne Hanscamp’s marriage might have 
lasted 60 years but the proposal that started the 
Glenbrook couple’s union was “hopeless, absolutely 
hopeless”, jokes Mrs Hanscamp.

Although the Dutch-born pair had known each other as 
children growing up in Indonesia it 
was only weeks before Mrs 
Hanscamp’s family was due to fly 
back to Holland to live that her 
husband-to-be plucked up the 
courage to pop the question.

“I was keen on him already for two years but he never 
looked at me. . . I said, ‘Why did you wait that long? In 
three weeks I go to Holland!’,” said 80-year-old Mrs 
Hanscamp.

Luckily for Mr Hanscamp, now 85, he hadn’t left his run 
too late. The couple was formally engaged by the end of 
that week and 60 years later their union is as strong as 
ever.

The pair has survived many tough times. They were 
interned in a Japanese prisoner of war camp in 
Indonesia as children during World War II, lived 
through the death of one of their daughters in a car 
accident on the Great Western Highway in 1984, and 
both had major surgery for heart and back problems in 
recent years.

The Hanscamps had six children in three different 
countries and are proud grandparents to 14 
grandchildren and one great grandchild.

As committed Christians, they have drawn much 
strength from their faith. 

A retired reverend with the Christian 
Reformed Church, Mr Hanscamp was a 
pioneer worker with the International Bible 
League in Australia and New Zealand.

Proving that romance isn’t dead, the couple gave each 
other 60 red roses when they celebrated their wedding 
anniversary last month, and they received 
congratulatory messages from the Queen, the Prime 
Minister and the Governor-General.

And what is the secret to a long and successful 
marriage?

“You know what the secret is? God, only God,” said Mrs 
Hanscamp. 

“He is the one who keeps you together. We fight — even 
now we still fight — but we make up . . . After all those 
years we say we’d do it all over again because we still 
love each other,” she said.

Damien Madigen

Blue Mountains Gazette

(reprinted with permission)

60th Anniversary for Gerald & Anne

You know what the secret is? 
God, only God

http://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/story/1438306/glenbrook-couple-celebrate-60-years-of-marriage/
http://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/story/1438306/glenbrook-couple-celebrate-60-years-of-marriage/
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GROW Workgroup Update
This is the first of several updates from the 
GROW committee and its work for the churches 
of our denomination. The Committee is diverse, 
united and committed to the mandate Synod 
has given us, and has met twice since Synod, 
once via Skype to save on administration costs.  
We are constantly looking for synergies between 
the workgroups, which lead to greater 
effectiveness in the work. Here are some 
highlights of our work so far.

Church Health

The Church Health Committee (Dawie van 
Vuuren, Jack De Vries and Brian 
Vaatstra) has organised a 
meeting in Sydney in June of 
CRCA ministers who have 
experience with South African 
migrants to discuss the 
challenges associated with the 
arrival of South African 
migrants into our churches: 

(1) The needs and ministry to 
South African migrants 

(2)  How we can better 
support South African 
pastors 

(3)  How we can better support new church 
plants of South African migrants

We pray that this will help churches to be able 
to warmly assimilate South African migrants in 
a way that leads to healthy churches and church 
plants.

World Development Relief

The World Development and Relief Committee 
is working out the implications of the synodical 
decisions on its finances. It has struggled to 
come to terms with the fact that, after Synod, 
less of the CRCA’s funds are reaching the poor. 

However, it is working hard to adjust to the 
new approach of absorbing administration costs 
within its own budget, and continues to look at 
ways to reduce these costs in order to be as 
effective as possible. The GROW Committee has 
allocated a portion of their administration 
budget as once off assistance to cover some 
WDRW costs, which will enable the continuing 
support for important projects as the 
adjustments to WDRW operations are made.

G.O.S.P.E.L.

The opportunities for church planting work in 
India are great.  For 
comparatively few dollars 
GOSPEL is able to support 
trained church planters to 
reach more people for 
Christ.  In 2012 alone there 
were 327 new believers 
added to the churches and 
28 new communities were 
established. GOSPEL is 
working on improving the 
biblical literacy of these 
new communities by 
establishing ‘tuition 

centres.’ They are also exploring ways existing 
churches can eventually become self-sufficient 
and not rely on long-term funding.

Solomon Islands

There is much to be thankful for as this work 
has transitioned from the capable and 
pioneering work of Kevin and Machi Rietveld 
to a new mission team lead by Simon and Ana 
Burgraaf. Eric Maefonea continues his good 
work in Word ministries across the Solomon 
Islands training pastors and ministry leaders, 
while Jair and Lauretta Duinkerke continue 
managing  Deed ministry projects. In addition, 
the Bethesda disability support centre has been 

GROW	  Mandate

To	  grow	  healthy	  churches	  which	  
nurture	  and	  equip	  their	  members	  

and,	  by	  God’s	  grace	  expand	  
numerically,	  become	  the	  mother-‐
churches	  of	  as	  many	  fellowships	  

and	  congregations	  as	  possible,	  and	  
take	  further	  initiatives	  to	  

penetrate	  structures	  of	  society	  
with	  the	  gospel
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boosted by the appointment of new staff leaving 
Susan Larsen free to do the key teaching role as the 
occupational therapist. Jack De Vries and the team 
have recently completed a Mission Action Plan 
setting short and long term goals for the mission. 
The Lord continues to protect and use our mission 
there for the growth of his Kingdom. What a 
privilege we have to be able to support this work as 
churches.

Church Planting Taskforce

The Church Planting Taskforce has been able to 
partially support four churches that have requested 
funds this calendar year; Baldivis, Wilson and 
Kalgoorlie in WA and Vine in Tas.  By the end of the 
year the funds available will have been depleted so 
Synod has allowed CPT to conduct a fundraising 
drive. The CPT will launch the ‘Buy a Brick’ 
campaign to be run in June, encouraging every 
member of our denomination to give as they are 
able to support the gospel outreach into new 
communities through church planting. 

Finally …

We are excited to see what the Lord is doing 
through our churches in both Word and Deed.  We 
covet the prayers of the churches for all this work, 
and pray that God will use us to assist the churches 
to grow in the grace, knowledge and work of the 
Lord. We have unique opportunities to serve the 
Lord through our churches as we work together in 
this way.

With love in Christ
Brian Vaatstra

GROW workgroup
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Buy - A - Brick
When the early migrants came to 
Australia they gathered people 
into communities of faith and 
established new churches 
wherever they settled. The result 
was that many people were saved 
and churches multiplied. (Article 
30 of the Acts of Synod 1952 
states, “The churches are 
encouraged to carry out home 
missions work among the many 
unchurched Dutch migrants”). 
This effort grew the Christian 
Reformed Churches of Australia 
to a peak of around 10,000 
members in the 1980s. 

In May 2006 the Synod took the 
bold step of appointed the 
Church Planting Taskforce to 
again encourage and resource 
local churches to be active in 
reaching people in new 
communities with the gospel 
with a view to planting new 
churches around the country. It 
allocated its unused reserves for 
this work. 

Since these decisions were taken, 
four new CRCA churches have 
been instituted, nine new CRCA 
churches are in various stages of 
being planted, and there are half 
a dozen churches considering 
planting in the future. There have 
been also some setbacks, with 
some church plants struggling 
and failing, but the Lord is 
blessing our work and our labour 
is bearing fruit. This work is 
happening in every state, and by 
this work the gospel is going out 
to more communities, and people 

are, by God’s grace being added 
to the Kingdom. 

The purpose of this campaign is 
to raise urgently needed funds to 
support ministry workers who 
step out in faith to preach the 
gospel in new places in order to 
save people and start new 
communities of grace. Due to 
Synod’s tight financial situation 
the funds previously earmarked 
for church planting are no longer 
available. The funds we raise will 
enable us to continue to support 
this exciting work.

New communities being reached 
with the Gospel...

Since the 2009 Synod four new 
CRCA churches instituted: 

• Hallett Cove in S.A. planted by 
South Africans living in the 
area, encouraged by CRC 
Campbelltown 

• One Way Christian Church in 
TAS planted by CRC Kingston 

• Bay Christian Church in TAS 
planted by CRC Kingston 

• Summerleas Christian Church 
in TAS planted by CRC 
Kingston

At present there are nine new churches 
being planted...

Western Australia 

• Perth is planting the Wheatbelt 
Christian Fellowship in 
Wongan Hills 

• Willetton is planting in 
Forrestdale Gospel Community 
in Forrestdale 

• Willetton is planting Wilson 
Christian Church in Wilson 

• Grace is planting in Kalgoorlie 
CRC in Kalgoorlie 

• Gateway is planting Hope 
Community Church in Baldivis 

Tasmania 

• Kingston is planting Redeemer 
Christian Church in Huonville 

• Kingston is planting Vine 
Christian Church in Kingston 

Queensland 

• Bray Park is planting Café 
Church @ Genesis 

Victoria 

• Casey is planting the 
Pakenham Christian 
Community Church 

Several other CRCA churches 
have plans to plant in the near 
future. 
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1 " Church Planting Brick" " $20

5" Church Planting Bricks" " $100

10" Church Planting Bricks" " $200

1" Church Planting Wall" " $500

2" Church Planting Walls" " $1000

1" Church Planting Room" " $5000

Several rooms…" " " " $____

Payments supporting CRCA Church Planting may 
be made as follows:

OPTION 1.

Direct Deposit to your local church’s bank account 
clearly stating CPT in the reference.

OPTION 2.

Cheque or Cash: Clearly indicate which gift you 
have chosen to support. Place this form and your 
donation in an envelope marked “Church 

Planting” (Note: write cheques out to your local 
church.) Place this gift in the offering bag.

Your local church treasurer will forward the funds 
collected on to the Synodical Treasurer. He will 
make them available to the Church Planting 
Taskforce

Donations to CRCA Church Planting are not tax 
deductible but will be blessed by the Lord. 10% of 
the money raised will be sent to Geneva Push, 
which provides free of charge assessments and 
coaching resources. The money raised in this 
campaign will go to supporting these and other 
church planting works around the country.

For further information, please contact me on 0424 
477 487 or email to clinton@southbarwon.org.au

Clinton Berends

Church Planting Taskforce

How you can buy bricks…

Are you one of those people who 

1. makes countless notes in a notepad about how 
those computer procedures you want to 
remember - and then cannot find the notebook

2. wanders through the bookshop trying to 
remember the title of the book you wanted to buy 

3. has a physical file of newspaper and magazine 
articles you think may come in handy, but have no 
real way of keeping track of them or searching 
through them

If this is you, then Evernote may be just what you 
need. Evernote uses cloud based computing to store 
your info on the web and synchronies it with your 
computer. This means you can access your data 
anywhere and on any computer or device with a web 
browser. 

Evernote’s tagline is ‘Remember Everything’ - and 
they are keen to show you that it’s actually possible!
Evernote synchronises your data in real time, so you 
always have the latest version of your file, and that up 
to date version is also available to you any time and 
on any device.

Technology: Evernote
...Remember Everything

mailto:clinton@southbarwon.org.au
mailto:clinton@southbarwon.org.au
http://www.evernote.com
http://www.evernote.com
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Evernote is cross platform: so whether it’s a PC or 
Mac, tablet or smartphone, you really can get to your 
important data any time it’s necessary.

Best of all? Evernote is free. Of course, for around $50 
per year you get the additional functionality of offline 
availability and password security. For most people, 
the free version is probably sufficient.

Here are some ways you can use Evernote:

• Store resources: articles you have clipped from the 
web (some browsers have a handy Evernote 
clipping tool to make this really easy). Evernote is a 
brilliant research tool

• PDF files: Evernote even has the capacity to search 
through these files. E.g. You’re looking for all 
articles mentioning ‘poverty’, Evernote will find 
them whether they be note files or PDFs. You can 
also tag files with various categories or key words, 
making your filing systems work even better

• Business cards: take a snapshot of a business card 
with your phone, store in in Evernote, and all the 
text on the business card will be searchable

• Any note created can be emailed in an easily 
readable format to anyone

• Meeting notes. Michael Hyatt has a very simple 
way to take meeting notes. You can use his system 
in any program (even long hand!), but it works 
really well under Evernote. I use Evernote to take 

my own notes for all committee meetings, all 
important meetings, and just to write thoughts 
about things I need to follow up on. I even keep 
some pastoral notes on Evernote (Note: the ability 
to password protect these files is not available on 
the free version)

• Evernote now has a reminder facility - you can set 
an alarm or reminder on any note. Think about that: 
you’ll never forget to buy milk again!

• Multimedia files: YouTube clips, photographs, 
audio files, web links, pretty much anything. 
Evernote even allows you to take an audio 
recording of a meeting and file it in a relevant 
folder. You can even dictate a file rather than typing 
it

•  Journalling: Start a Journal file, follow your own 
thought development on any given issue,  make 
notes about a book you’re reading

•  Use Evernote to develop outlines for talks, sermons 
and sermon series, or even your next book. 
Evernote has great outlining capabilities, so it’s 
brilliant for getting your sermon outlines down in 
whatever level of detail is helpful

•  Peter Smit and I use Evernote ‘shared folders’ to 
collaborate on our shared preaching series. We can 
gather resources, share notes and thoughts, even 
our weekly outlines
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• That random thought: sometimes a 
though comes at the weirdest time 
- how will you remember it? With 
Evernote, all you have to do is 
whip the phone out, and with a 
few keystrokes, a tag or two, your 
note will be filed just where you 
need it to be

To find out more about Evernote, 
check out Michael Hyatt’s blog: it’s a 
goldmine of information. Michael 
has served as the President of 
Thomas Nelson Publishing. His blog 
is a terrific repository of excellent 
productivity tips. http://
michaelhyatt.com/how-to-organize-
evernote-for-maximum-
efficiency.html

- Dave Groenenboom
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• God reveals himself to fallen people through his 
Word, in his acts of creation and providence

• Jesus comes to reconcile people to God and restore 
all things to God through his cross and resurrection

• As people come under Christ’s rule and proclaim 
his kingdom, praise and honour is directed to God

We seek to
•highlight God’s work through CRCA local churches, classes, and 

workgroups

•honour God by showing God’s transforming grace at work in people 
through CRCA ministries and mission

•encourage local churches toward increasing health and witness
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publication i.e. For the March issue copy needs to be received prior to February 
01. * Logo developed by Darren Willans from 116Design
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