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Pathways into 
Word ministry
Ever thought about entering the ministry of the Word?

...when my elder, Keith Dickson, asked me that question 
in the late 70s, I thought he was joking. Truth be known, 
he was probably trying to get me to think seriously for a 
change. Up to that point I had not been doing too well 
with that.

Dickson’s question may well have been used by the 
Holy Spirit to expose some dissatisfaction with my 
current occupation, and to get me thinking about where 
my life was heading. 

It started a process which saw me re-enter the education 
system to complete matriculation, and then enrol at 
RTC in 1981, and enter the ministry in 1986.

The interesting thing about the pathways into ministry 
is that can be so diverse. For some, the road can be long 
and winding. For others, it’s more direct.

My prayer is that if you are feeling drawn toward the 
ministry of the Word, that God will use this issue of 
Catalyst to confirm his call.

- Dave Groenenboom  

The CRCA at work through workgroups & local churches

Ministry can be tough 
… but great

Glenn Dekker shares 
his journey into 
ministry … and 
concludes that he 
wouldn’t be anywhere 
else             

2

Fan the Flame
Dave Groenenboom 
and Jayden Jones 
attend Fan the Flame 
as Pastor and Intern, 
and share some of their 
experiences

         

             7

Technology 
Joe Vermeulen shares 
some points on Cyber 
Bullying, 
in a 
publication 
prepared 
by WA’s Committee for  
Social Responsibility

        8

The least of these...
Transit Soup Kitchen 
in Narre Warren feeds 
hundreds every month 
in the name of Jesus

               4

Here I am, Lord
Ben Murphy shares his  
journey from diesel 
mechanic to pastor and 
church planter

               3

Ministry Is Death...
Karl Deenick offers a 
stiff challenge to 
anyone contemplating 
ministry … but he still 
loves it!

   11
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Ministry 
can be 
tough, 
but...

Role:	  Pastor,	  Wan,rna	  Chris,an	  
Community	  Church,	  Vic

Ordained:	  2011

Previously:	  Architect

Glenn Dekker

Glenn, Nathaniel, Coralyn, Rubin

My journey into the ministry has been a long and 
interesting one. It began back in my youth group days 
in Geelong where God developed in me a love for his 
church and for seeing people grow. Somehow I kept 
finding myself in leadership roles. At the time some 
people mentioned that I should consider the ministry.  
I baulked at the idea and went and became an 
architect instead. I worked in that field for 10 years, 
and this equipped me in ways I never expected for 
church work. 

During those years God kept prodding me about 
serving in his church. As I was now married it was 
more complicated.  Coralyn, who was a ‘minister’s 
child’, swore she would never be a ‘minister’s wife’. 
So this journey very much involved us as a couple 
being convicted of God’s call together. Lots of open, 
frank discussion ensued through those years.

I began doing volunteer youth work at our church, 
Wantirna Christian Community Church (WCCC) and 
soon became employed 1-2 days per week. During 
this time I worked with Ray Rus, who was then the 
WCCC Pastor. Ray mentored me and created a great 
learning environment. 

There soon developed a conviction to do some 
theological study, not necessarily with the view of 
entering the ministry but just to better equip me for 
the work I was doing. I began a part time Bachelor of 
Theology at the Presbyterian Theological College in 
Melbourne. This meant I could still working at WCCC 
while studying. I completed my degree over the next 
five years. It was great to be able to live out what I 
was studying. On many occasions the teaching I 
received was put into practice that same week.

That being said, these were some of the toughest 
times of my life – balancing church work, study and 
family, which now also consisted of two young boys. 
Working and studying at the same time is a fine ideal, 
but over such a protracted period it became quite a 
challenge. Oftentimes I felt that I wasn’t doing either 
particularly well. In hindsight, I would recommend 
doing some full time study and not drawing out part 
time study so long.

At the completion of my study God had been 
working in Coralyn and myself together. This was 
crucial. Coralyn and I agreed that I would not 
consider ministry until she fully agreed to consider it 
with me, and until we could both see that God’s 

calling and my gifting needed to be followed. WCCC 
then offered me a full time position as an Associate 
Pastor working with Ray in a team ministry. 

After two years in that role, with encouragement from 
my church they suggested I pursue ordination. This 
meant I had to complete an extra year of study at the 
RTC. It was tough working 4 days a week while 
completing the coursework, but I really enjoyed the 
study. Thankfully, both God and the lecturers were 
gracious, and I passed. In March 2012 I completed my 
final Classis exam and was installed as WCCC pastor 
in May. 

The reality? Moving into pastoral ministry has been 
pretty tough. This is especially true with regard to 
becoming the main pastor at WCCC. I have really 
been helped, however, through WCCC having a team 
of pastors and part time workers. Team ministry is 
such great joy and encouragement. 

One of the most exciting things I am seeing God 
doing in His church is raising up a new generation of 

Somehow I kept finding myself in leadership 
roles and at the time some people mentioned 

that I should consider the ministry

It was great to be able to live out what I was 
studying. On many occasions the teaching I 

received was put into practice that same 
week.
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passionate young people whom I have had the joy of 
pastoring over the years. I am now seeing them become 
elders, deacons, missionaries & leaders. I see my role as 
pastor is ‘to help equip these saints for service’, and I 
am now asking these people, ‘have you thought about 
whether God is calling you to do this full time?’

Ministry is such a blessed way to serve. Seeing people 
grow and take faith steps into salvation, into service, or 
even just to get through the next challenge is a 
wonderful confirmation of the call we have followed for 
the last 20 years.

- Glenn Dekker

Role:	  Pastor	  Wille;on	  CRC,	  Planter:	  
Wilson	  Community	  Church,	  WA

Ordained:	  2010

Previously:	  Diesel	  Mechanic

Ben Murphy

The Murphy Family: Joshua, Kate, Luke, Heidi, Ben, Anna

Well if you had told me 10 years ago 
when I was a heavy vehicle diesel 
mechanic that in 10 years I would be 
leading a church plant on the other 
side of the country I would have 
laughed at you. I was a simple tradie 
who didn’t even finish school, but I 
had a love for Jesus and an 
increasing desire to spend my time 
encouraging people to know him 
better. 

I felt God calling me into some form 
of full time gospel ministry, but I 
wasn’t really sure what. So Kate and 
I decided that I should head to Bible 
college and prepare while we waited 
for God to reveal more of the path he 
was leading us down. 

I have to be honest at this stage I 
didn’t really know much about what 
pastoral ministry involved, although 
I did know that I was afraid of 
public speaking, and so I wasn’t 

keen to be a preacher. However, 
confronted by reading the account of 
Moses (Ex 4:10-13), I was convicted 
that I couldn’t just shut that option 
down because I was scared and 
needed to at least give God the 
opportunity to use me that way if he 
chose.  

God sometimes delights to use us in 
the ways we feel least equipped, and 
in my case I felt 
God drawing me 
more and more 
towards pastoral 
ministry in a 
local church. 

I have found the 
transition into 
pastoral ministry 
to be a both a big challenge a great 
blessing. For me one of the greatest 
challenges has been keeping the 
balance right in my life between 

ministry, family and personal time in 
a role that has no start time and no 
finish time. That challenge is 
compounded by the reality that 
there is a lot of ‘grey area’ in pastoral 
ministry. That is, activities that both 
benefit you and those you serve, (for 
example: is the time I spend with the 
young guys from church doing 
weights counted as work time or 

personal time?). 

However I have also 
discovered some 
wonderful joys. While 
I still get incredibly 
nervous preaching I 
now count it a 
massive privilege to 
have the opportunity 
to tell people the 

gospel. I have also loved the 
opportunity to be there for people at 
the hard times, to mentor young 
leaders and to have the opportunity 

God sometimes delights to use us 
in the ways we feel least 

equipped, and in my case I felt 
God drawing me more and more 
towards pastoral ministry in a 

local church.
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to lead Jesus’ church into greater 
faithfulness its gospel mission. 

I didn’t grow up in the church so I 
didn't have well thought out 
expectations for what pastoral 
ministry would be like. In fact, in 
many ways I began my vicariate 
having little idea what to expect. 
However, what I have discovered 
is an opportunity to serve Jesus 
and his church in a way that is 
richly rewarding, if sometimes 
very challenging and exhausting. 
I must add that I think my 
transition into pastoral ministry 
as been made very smooth by 
having a wonderfully supportive 
church council and to work with 

and a very encouraging and 
forgiving church family to lead. 

So, what if you are reading this 
and thinking, “I wonder if God is 
calling me into pastoral 
ministry?” 

Well, I would say, it’s not the only 
legitimate way to serve God, nor 
is it necessarily the most ‘holy’, 
but it is richly rewarding to have 
the time to invest so heavily into 
God’s people and his mission. The 
only way you will know if God 
can use you in pastoral ministry is 
by stepping out in faith and 
saying, “Here I am Lord, can you 
use me?” 

A wonderful way to do this is to 
do an internship or and MTS 
apprenticeship, or even to get 
involved with Task 3. This will 
give you a wonderful opportunity 
to try your hand at study and get 
experience in the day to day of 
pastoral ministry. You can rest 
assured that even if God takes 
you on a path other than pastoral 
ministry, this time won’t be 
wasted and will give you 
foundation to serve God in lots of 
other ways. 

It will take sacrifice, but 
obediently following often Jesus 
does. 

- Ben Murphy

Dressed in scruffy clothes, with long ungroomed hair 
and carrying what looks like their life’s belongings in 
large backpacks, the men stand out from the usual 
white collar crowd. 

As commuters disembark from the 4.30pm train at 
Narre Warren Railway Station on their journey home, 
they cannot help but notice the group of men. 

Rather than hanging around the station, this group of 
men walk cheerfully and with a sense of purpose 
toward a factory across the carpark.  

As they draw close, the men call out a friendly hello to 
an older gentleman and a stressed, drawn looking 

mother, with three small children.  Together, they walk 
into a factory/church, where a group of friendly 
volunteers wearing black aprons with ‘Transit’ 
emblazoned across their chests welcome them and let 
them know what’s on the menu for dinner tonight...

It’s 37C on a Monday night. While we’re thinking the 
heat might keep some away, nearly one hundred 
hungry people begin to pack our church building.  

A friendly hum of conversation rises from the 12 
tables packed with all sorts of people enjoying a three 
course meal and waiting eagerly to obtain groceries, 
vegetables, fruit and dairy to last them through the 
week. There are four tables with parents and children. 

We want to be Jesus to each 
person who comes...
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The rest of the tables are filled with a people of all ages 
and backgrounds.

Welcome to Transit Soup Kitchen, open every Monday 
night and Wednesday lunch time.

What sort of people come?

Meet Dave...

Last year I spoke at the funeral of 48 year old 
“wheelchair Dave”, one of Transit’s regulars.  

I was surprised after the service to be approached by a 
well-dressed man who worked in New York. He said he 
was Dave’s brother.

He told me that Dave had dropped out of school, due to 
learning difficulties. Even though Dave was very 
intelligent, he found work on the docks.  

This lifestyle led him to drink, and he struggled with 
alcoholism for the rest of his life.  In the last years of his 
life he lost his leg to cancer and experienced other 
tragedies. The worst of these was the murder of the 
mother of his children with whom he had just been 
reconciled.

Most Wednesdays Dave wheeled himself down the road 
to Transit. 

It was at Transit that Dave found a group of friends who   
accepted him just as he was.  It was there that Dave 
learned the power of forgiveness as he struggled to deal 
with his ex-partner’s murder. It was at Transit that Dave 
asked for prayer to have the power to forgive and for 
healing of his gangrenous leg (Dave got well but died 
from other causes). 

I’ll never forget the 
long conversation I 
had with Dave when 
he finally agreed to try 
things God’s way.  But 
then added: “If it 
doesn’t work I’m going 
to kill him!”  

I’ve never seen anyone 
so happy as when he 
came to Transit one 
Wednesday to tell me 
his wife’s murderer 
had been found guilty. 
He hadn’t thought the 
justice system would 
work, but he looked up 

at me and with a beaming smile said, “God’s way does 
work!” 

Meet Jocelyn...

Jocelyn was different.  She was deaf and had lost the 
ability to speak but was always first in line to be served.  
Jocelyn had no spacial awareness and often bumped 
into people as she headed for the food.  Most just 
accepted her.  She loved the Lord and attended Church 
and Transit every week. When she died suddenly in her 
sleep, many from Transit came to her funeral 
celebration.

Doing it tough 

Just the other day I spoke to a young man living at 
Casey Gardens Caravan Park. He receives $244 per 
week in Newstart allowance, and a further $60 in rent 
assistance.  Out of this he pays $240 in rent for his van a 
week. That leaves him $64 a week to live on. He told 
me, with tears in his eyes, that if it wasn’t for Transit he 
wouldn’t eat most days of the week.

A pensioner couple told me that they are paying $360 a 
week for a cabin. That's more than half their pension. 
Then they related how their car broke down, and so 
now they had no money for food that week.

A boarding house resident had to survive on no money 
for almost two weeks. He told me that after paying all 
his bills he got an unexpected bill for $280—all the 

It’s 37C on a Monday night. While we’re 
thinking the heat might keep some away, 

nearly one hundred hungry people pack our 
church building.
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money he had left. He hitched a ride to Transit and 
managed to stock up on enough supplies to get him 
through to his next pension payment.

Several truck drivers and their families started to come 
to Transit on Monday nights. I wondered why someone 
with a job needed help but then I discovered that they 
simply can’t work in the wet Melbourne winters and 
often still have truck payments and no income.

And so it goes...

But there is another side 

A shopkeeper opposite Transit commented that she 
loved hearing the sound of a crowd of people having 
real fun together. Friendships are being forged, help is 
offered on many different levels. In a gentle way we 
always encourage gratitude to God. We say grace before 
each meal and we suggest that people consider spiritual 
as well as physical food.

Why did we begin this work and what motivates us?

Our primary motivation came from a series of sermons I 
preached on the return of Christ, which outlined how 
one of the most important things we can be doing to 
prepare for His return is outlined in Matthew  25 – “ I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat…” 

When we study the Gospels and look at the heart of 
Jesus we see his tremendous compassion for, and 
acceptance of, the marginalised in society. 

He never just handed out charity. He became a friend of 
sinners, and so much so that the Pharisees complained 
“this man welcomes sinners and eats with them”  In  
the context of Middle Eastern culture Jesus’ example 
speaks volumes!

Honoured Guests

And so we try to treat those who come to Transit as 
honoured guests.  That means we respect their views 
and their life’s journey even if we might not share their 

values. It means that love and acceptance have priority. 
We want to be like Jesus to each person who comes.

The wonderful thing is that people respond. Several 
from Transit have started attending Church. Many are 
open to being prayed with.  One amazing couple who 
came to Church last Sunday had previously lived for 40 
years in a caravan in the middle of the desert. The wife 
had given birth to a daughter and had developed acute 
psychosis. Their community did not understand and 
they were driven out into the desert.  Last year the 
husband rescued his wife from a nursing home and now 
Transit is their home - they are there twice a week and 
what a joy it was to see them in Church – probably for 
the first time ever in their lives.

Volunteers

Finally, let me say 
how much we are 
blessed by all our 
volunteers. At last 
count there were 
over 60! They come 
from different 
Churches – some 
from no church at 
all. They range in 
age from 14 to 92. 
A special blessing 
has been the 
wonderful support 
and co-operation of 
the deacons and members of Casey CRC without whom 
it would be very difficult to run the program twice a 
week.

- Keith Vethaak

Stay up to date. Become a Transit 
Facebook friend! 

http://www.facebook.com/transit.soupkitchen

When we study the Gospels and look at the 
heart of Jesus we see his tremendous 

compassion for, and acceptance of, the 
marginalised in society.

http://www.facebook.com/transit.soupkitchen
http://www.facebook.com/transit.soupkitchen
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Jayden works as a Fly In Fly Out 
worker in outback Western 
Australia. One week he’s 
supervising a gold processing plant, 
and the next week he’s home in 
Mandurah, W.A. with his wife Emily, 
and their two boys, Deegan and 
Jesse.

Jayden’s ‘one week on, one week off’ 
roster home gives him opportunity 
to serve as a ministry intern at 
Gateway Community Church, a 
CRCA congregation in Cockburn 
Central, WA

Jayden has been toying with the idea 
of  entering the ministry. So mid last 
year, Gateway’s Church Council 
decided to send Jayden, along with 
Gateway’s Pastor, Dave 
Groenenboom to Fan the Flame, a 
program run by the Reformed 
Theological College, in Geelong, 
Victoria.

Fan the Flame is an annual conference 
hosted by the RTC to introduce 
people to concepts of ministry and 
mission, and what it’s like to study 
at the College.

Through the course of the weekend, 
we attended talks about different 
aspects of ministry. We dined at the 
home of a number of the RTC 
faculty. We worshipped at several 
reformed congregations in the 
Geelong area. The fellowship and 
hospitality was warm, genuine and 
engaging. We felt so well received! It 
felt as if anyone of us were to make 
the move, there’d be a welcoming 
family in Geelong to welcome us.

Who is Fan the Flame for?

Anyone who is thinking about 
ministry or mission work of any 
description will love Fan the Flame.

Attenders came from varied life 
contexts: graphic design, accounting, 
nursing, aspiring parliamentarians, 

students, trades people. And they 
had come from WA, Victoria, NSW, 
Queensland. There were even a few 
kiwis!

How Fan the Flame helps

In reality, few people have a 
‘Damascus Road’ experience, where 
a call to ministry comes suddenly, 
clearly and unmistakably.

Fan the Flame plays an important role 
in clarifying a sense of calling, as 
well as clearing up some of the 
questions about studying at the RTC.

They would never say it, of course, 
but Fan the Flame also helps people 
see that RTC Lecturers are well 
qualified, and at the same time 
accessible and approachable. They 
are passionate about their respective 
fields and able to communicate 
effectively the truths they hold dear.

Want to know more?

Click on this link to email the RTC 
for information about Fan the Flame 
for 2013 Or phone +61 (0)3 5244 2955 
to make an inquiry.

Stay in touch with the RTC: Check 
out their FaceBook page

Fanning the Flame

http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au
http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au
http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au
http://www.rtc.vic.edu.au
mailto:admin@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame%202013
mailto:admin@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame%202013
mailto:admin@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame%202013
mailto:admin@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame%202013
mailto:admin@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame%202013
mailto:admin@rtc.edu.au?subject=Fan%20the%20Flame%202013
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Reformed-Theological-College/112171288798339?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Reformed-Theological-College/112171288798339?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Reformed-Theological-College/112171288798339?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Reformed-Theological-College/112171288798339?fref=ts


The recent reports of  cyberbullying in the media 
have once again brought this issue into the 
spotlight. It also raises the questions: 
What do we do if  someone we love is being 
bullied? 
How should Christians be engaging on social 
media?

Cyberbullying “is the use of  the Internet and 
associated technologies to harm people in a 
repeated, deliberate and hostile 
manner.” (Wikipedia, 2012).  

It can be cruel, degrading and leave victims 
feeling hopeless.  

Internet and mobile 
technologies such as Facebook, 
twitter,  mobile phones, online 
information sites are just some of 
the ways  that cyberbullies  can use 
to harass,  threaten or make false 
accusations.  Cyberbullies  are 
often shielded by their anonymity. 

What do we do if  someone 
we love is being bullied?

Here is an excellent article from 
Focus on the Family on helping 
your child if you suspect he / she 
is being bullied:

www.focusonthefamily.com 

StickyJesus.com is  an excellent 
blog/resource.  Click on the 
‘Family Ground-rules’ tab for 
some printable family rules that 
you can post near the family 
computer.

There are also many helpful 
websites that provide information 
and tips on cyberbullying 

reachout.com

www.cyberbullying.info

www.cybersmart.gov.au

 

If  you are being 

bullied – 

please speak to 

someone. 

This is not 

something that you 

need to go through 

alone.

CYBER

http://family.custhelp.com/app/answers/
detail/a_id/25977/kw/bullying/related/1

http://stickyjesus.com/2012/01/what-christian-
parents-need-to-know-about-facebook/

www.cyberbullying.info

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au

http://stickyjesus.com/
2012/01/what-christian-
parents-need-to-know-
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www.bigpond.com

Facebook has added an unexpected 
dimension to parenting today,  here are 
some helpful parenting ideas:

- Talk about bullying with your children. 

- Help your children develop a Biblical 
understanding of their worth, so that 
their sense of self is not defined by how 
their peers or friends see them.

- Remind your children that the only 
source of truth is God’s word and that 
God has given us everything we need 
for life, even life in the digital age.

For the Spirit God gave us does 
not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline.       
2 Tim 1:7

The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds.     2 Cor 10:4

1. Listen. Get them to talk/
show you what is being said.  
Encourage your child to share 
the details. Show under-
standing and support.

2. Give assurances. 
Let them know that you will 
champion their cause and that 
you are going to 
help them 
through any 
situations they 
may find 
themselves in.

3. Pray. Our God is 
a mighty fortress 
and invites us to 
call on Him in our time of  
trouble. (Ps 46)  Pray for 
wisdom in leading the 
beautiful, expressive children 
He has entrusted to your care.

4.  Act! Decide on sensible steps 
to take - and then take them. 
E.g. block or delete the person 
from the Face book account. 
Phone the school/parent. In 
extreme cases speak to the 
police/seek legal advice.  

5. Seek Counsel. Speak 
confidentially to 
trusted friends, 
teachers, your 
pastor, youth 
leaders etc. Do 
research relevant to 
your specific 
situation. Visit to 
your local christian 
bookstore for 

resources relevant to your 
situation.

* Consider installing this ‘cybersafety help’ 
button to your child's computer/iphone/ipad. 
Click on the red button to go to the Aus Gov’t 
download page.

My child is being bullied online. 
What can I do?

iiiiiii
iiiiiii
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Pastor Dave Groenenboom (Gateway CRC, Perth) preached an excellent sermon on this topic called 
“Babel – Living East of  God” which you can listen to here:
http://www.gosnells.crca.org.au/sermons/?sermon_id=128

Pastor Joe Vermeulen (Grace CRC, Perth) 
recently preached a message on ‘dealing with 
verbal bullying' in the workplace, school, social 
media or any other setting.
What can you do? 
What can you ask God to do? 
What does God expect me to do? 
Psalm 120 deals with these questions. 
It’s available to view and listen to here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=IyAj339JLDU&feature=plcp 

RC Sproul Jnr has written an article “Should Christians be on Facebook?”

The imperfect disciples have also written an excellent blog post – ‘Should Christians avoid 
Facebook?”  Which you can read at: www.theimperfectdisciples.com/index.php/2011/07/05/
should-christians-avoid-facebook/

Jesus commands His followers to love God and love people. Be salt and light.

This information was compiled by the Committee for Social Responsibility, CRCA Classis WA.
Please send any feedback & ideas to Rev Joe Vermeulen joe.vermeulen@bigpond.com 

How should we as Christians be engaging on social media?

“The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to the inmost parts” Proverbs 18:8

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor” Exodus 20:16

“But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today”, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness.” Hebrews 3:13

iiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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The truth is a year out from finishing at the RTC I was 
reluctant to start ministry. Before college I was impatient 
to serve and viewed four years at Bible college as an 
unnecessary impediment. Yet at the other end of those 
four years I saw how vital theological study was. I 
wondered whether, with the gifts God had given me, he 
might be calling me to pursue further full-time study in 
order to keep open the future possibility of serving in a 
theological college to train others. 

What changed my mind was a few lines from Don 
Carson in his talk The Pastor as Scholar and the Scholar as 
Pastor. He pointed out, and rightly so, that the only 
institution that will exist 50 billion years from now is 
the church, not theological colleges. And also that in his 
time working as a professor of New Testament the only 
thing he’s ever thought about leaving his present post 
for is another job on the frontline in a church.

It was good advice. Since I’ve started full-time ministry, 
I’ve loved it. And to be honest I can barely imagine 
leaving to serve in another capacity. The transition was 
softened by a year spent working as a “vicar” in the 
Ulverstone/Penguin churches. I couldn’t have asked for 
a better place to start in ministry. So too the last 18 
months of ministry at the Branch have been a wonderful 
blessing. 

As an engineer by training, I’m an analyst. I love to 
tweak structures and ways of doing things. But it’s not 
those small and often necessary tweaks which bring the 
most joy but the stories of personal transformation 
through the power of the good news about Jesus. It’s 
seeing the person who’s been disconnected from any 
church start coming again and begin to live out of the 
bottomless resources in Jesus, or seeing the person 
unsure of where they stand before God slowly finding 
assurance by fixing their eyes on Jesus. But it’s also the 
joy that comes from loving Jesus tangibly by loving his 
church and the joy of receiving tangibly the love of Jesus 
by being loved by his church.

To say that I’ve loved pastoral ministry is not to say that 
it has been without challenges. There’s the challenge of 
the person who leaves the church because they feel 
unloved; the challenge of the person who gives up the 
gospel; the challenge of confronting sin; the challenge of 
disappointment and discouragement; the challenge of 
spiritual warfare; the challenge of loving people who 
are as deeply flawed as I am; the challenge of teaching 
with great patience and careful instruction. Even just the 
constant challenge of finding people to keep important 
ministries going; or the challenge resulting from the fact 
that I can afford the time to reflect on the spiritual 

condition of the church 7 days a week but most 
everyone else only has at best a few hours in the week 
to do the same.

Ministry is death; I keep having to remind myself. It’s 
cross and resurrection shaped. As Paul says about his 
own ministry, “death is at work in us, but life is at work 
in you.” 

Perhaps the thing which has helped me the most in 
ministry and preparing for ministry has been three talks 
by Peter Adam, an Anglican minister from Melbourne 
and former principal of Ridley Melbourne. The talks 
entitled The Making of a Man of God (you can find them 
at The Gospel Coalition website) are based on 2 Timothy 
and have shaped my ministry like nothing else. They 
are stuffed full of biblical wisdom and the wisdom 
gleaned from 40 years of pastoral ministry. They’ve 
prepared me for the suffering which is always the 
entailment of being part of the church this side of Jesus’ 
return. I’ve listened to those talks probably 15 times or 

Role:	  Pastor,	  The	  Branch,	  
Launceston,	  Tas.

Ordained:	  2012

Previously:	  Engineer

Karl Deenick

are you willing to suffer for the ministry? … 
if you’re not prepared for suffering, you’re 

not prepared for ministry.

Since I’ve started full-time ministry, 
I’ve loved it ... I can barely imagine 

serving in another capacity
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more. And whenever ministry is 
tough or discouraging I find myself 
going back to them. If you’re 
contemplating ministry you should 
listen to those talks.

There are lots of important questions 
to ask when you’re thinking about 
pursuing ministry. But the one 
question that almost nobody ever 
asks is: are you willing to suffer for 
the ministry? Whether it’s as an 
elder, Sunday school teacher, or 
pastor, that ministry entails suffering 
is written on every page of the New 
Testament. If you’re not prepared for 
suffering, you’re not prepared for 
ministry.

Finally, you might think that 
focussing so strongly on the 
suffering aspect of ministry would 
make it harder to love the church; 
but not so. As ever, the cross and the 

resurrection bring together so 
profoundly things that we might 
imagine we can separate—great love 
and great cost and great joy. And as 
the cross and resurrection of Jesus 
work their immeasurable power 
through the Holy Spirit, God brings 
about in us an imperfect 
image of the same.

- Karl Deenick
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