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Thanks!
CRCA Catalyst is only a few months 
old, but the feedback has been both 
heartening and humbling

Whenever you start something new, 
it’s understandable to feel a bit 
tentative. How will it work out? 
How will it be received?

Catalyst has certainly turned over 
some ‘new leaves’ - being an 
electronic publication, it is a very 
different form to what many in the 
CRCA have been used to.

No doubt, it will take a little time for 
people to work out how to interact 
with the new format. Comments on 
the Blog have replaced the typical 
‘letters to the editor’, and viewing 

the eMag through a web browser is 
a new experience for many. 

Even so, this new format means 
Catalyst has reach and versatility. 
Catalyst has been viewed in 22 
countries, with most visits from 
Australia (693) and the USA (116). It 
can be viewed on and computer, 
tablet or smartphone. The download 
link can be forwarded to anyone at 
any time.

So, the feedback we see on the 
Catalyst webpage is only a very 

small proportion of our actual 
reading audience. 

It’s so encouraging to see how 
technology can be employed to 
encourage and advance the cause of 
Christ’s Kingdom!

I encourage you to forward the link 
and ‘share’ Catalyst with as many 
people as possible. May God 
continue to be honored and praised 
as we share the message of his Son 
in our world.

 -  Dave Groenenboom

The CRCA at work through workgroups & local churches
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Most Catalyst readers would know 
that through the generosity of many 
in the CRCA, we have been able to 
resource a church planting venture 
called G.O.S.P.E.L. in Central West 
India. 

Twelve years ago we worked with 
an already existing organisation and 
six years ago we branched out on 
our own. We started with five men 
and now there are some 40 
missionaries are being trained and 
fully resourced by CRCA members 
and churches. These men are doing 
great Kingdom work. Training is 
happening “on the job” and at 
regular seminars and retreats. 

One of the key people in G.O.S.P.E.L. 
is the Field Director who mentors a 
very big team extending over 
hundreds of kilometres in 4 states in 
India.

One such missionary to his own 
people is Ishram. He is just 25 years 
old but already an effective church 
planter in the Indian state of 
Madhya Pradesh. The worship 
group he began now has some 40 
attendees and he has personally 
baptised 30 of these. 

Ishram was recently appointed to be 
a G.O.S.P.E.L. missionary/church 

planter. He told us that he is totally 
delighted to be resourced and 
properly trained and mentored with 
G.O.S.P.E.L. He is keen to continue 
to grow in understanding of 
Scripture and plant new churches. 

Even more amazing is that Ishram 
was just 12 years of age when his 
arranged married took place. He and 
his wife have three children aged 11, 
8 and 2. He became a believer when 
he was 16 years of age. At 17 he was 
baptised, and at the encouragement 
of another believer, he started 
preaching at 19. 

In June 2012 he admitted that he 
never knew that Christ was taught 
or prophesied in the Old Testament.  

Ishram doesn’t get any holidays, yet 
at certain times of the year he has a 
break from full time ministry to 
work as a farmer. Unless the crops 
are planted and harvested there will 
be little in the pantry to eat in rural 
India. 

In each culture we do recognise that 
things work very differently. We 
simply cannot compare Australian 
missions to mission work in India. 

Even so it is encouraging to hear 
these stories from another culture. 

God works in ways beyond our 
comprehension. 

Fred Hollows said, “Every eye is an 
eye …” From God’s perspective, 
“every person is a person.” God is 
using the CRCA to GROW the 

Kingdom in another culture very 
different to our own. How image 
bearers are rescued is not for us to 
decide. In God’s providence we are 
able to play a small part in 
harvesting souls for the King. 

Our missionaries all have a great 
passion to share the good news 
about Jesus in the darkness of 
Hinduism. 

Pray that God would bless their zeal 
and that their gifts would be 
developed so he will be even more 
effective as evangelists.

- Bert Kuipers

Chosen 
to 

Plant

some 40 missionaries are being 
trained and fully resourced by CRCA 

members and churches
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Can you tell us about the specific 
focus of your interactions with Jack 
de Vries on behalf of the TRAIN 
workgroup?

I catch up with Jack each fortnight 
by phone and once a month in 
person. On behalf of the TRAIN 
workgroup I try to provide both 
accountability and support for him 
in his work. We interact on what 
he’s been doing, what’s coming up, 
challenges he’s facing, books he’s 
reading, how he is tracking with the 
budget, as well as more personal 
questions about his walk with God. 

How has this impacted your 
understanding of Jack’s role and  its 
effectiveness?

I’ve really enjoyed being tuned into 
Jack’s work. He is an incredibly 
motivated guy and totally focused 
on the goal. There is never a danger 

of him goofing off and not using his 
time well. Jack is a great networker. 
He has contact with dozens of 
people, encouraging, mentoring and 
praying for them. So he travels a lot, 
and phones and skypes and emails. 
He is also a great resourcer – he 
keeps up to date with ministry 
resources and always has several 
books on the go. Jack also has a huge 
heart for evangelism and church 
planting, so he is active sharing his 
own faith and also supporting and 
encouraging church planting in the 
CRCA. 

What are some of the areas where 
real fruit is being produced?

The whole focus of Jack’s role is to 
advance the fourfold task in the 
CRCA and I think he’s kicked a lot 
of goals in that regard. Compared 
with five years ago our 
denomination is far more active in 
church planting, much more 
conscious and intentional about 
training people for gospel work,  
and I think more aware of the 
mission imperative of the church. 
Much of this momentum comes 
back to Jack having kept it in front of 
us all the time. 

Are there areas which are proving to 
be more of a challenge?

The challenges are very real and 
large. Many of our churches are still 
struggling to find a way of being 
thoroughly Reformed in theology, 
active and effective in mission, and 

contemporary in flavour, all at the 
same time. Some of the church 
plants are struggling; numbers for 
the ordained ministry are low; 
ministers often struggle to know 
where to prioritise their time; some 
of our churches are in decline. Jack 
has a challenging role to mentor 
church leaders in contexts like this. 

How does TRAIN prioritise Jack’s 
work?

Well, the TRAIN workgroup is 
actually a new entity since last 
Synod, and while it will oversee 
Jack’s work it is also a vehicle to 
coordinate what is happening on 
several fronts. One of the exciting 
things to emerge since last Synod 
has been a new impetus to see our 
various training bodies working 
more closely together. Jack now 
works more closely with the Youth 
worker and the Children’s worker 
and the RTC; and the TRAIN 
workgroup pulls that together 
alongside the Candidacy Committee 
and the Leadership Development 
Committee as well. So instead of 
everyone doing their own thing we 
are hoping to see much more 
effective collaboration. 

Are the needs of local churches 
factored into Jack’s forward 
planning?

Local churches are really the heart of 
what he focuses on. There is no 
office to run or bureaucracy to work 
through; Jack works with churches. 

Interview
Murray Capill tells how Jack 
de Vries’ work is supervised, 
and some of the ways his 
work is making a difference...

Murray Capill, principal of the Reformed 
Theological College, Geelong.
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That’s his job. He doesn’t force 
himself on a church but he’s 
available to work with churches 
and their leaders as they seek to be 

more effective in mission and 
training. He frequently runs 
seminars for local churches, 
mentors ministers, and helps 
congregations and sessions chart 
the way forward. Quite a few 
churches are using the NCD 
(Natural Church Development) 
tool to evaluate how they are 
doing and Jack coaches them 
through that process. 

Is there an agenda – a big picture – 
that TRAIN is pursuing in all 
this?

Absolutely! The ‘agenda’, if you 
want to call it that,  is to glorify 
God by being active in his mission 
– the mission of spreading the 
gospel to the ends of the earth and 
building up the church to maturity 

in Christ. For that to happen we 
need healthy churches where there 
is godly leadership, biblical 
preaching and worship, faithful 
shepherding, effective training of 
people to use their gifts, genuine 
community, and engagement with 
the surrounding community so 
that the church really is salt and 
light. We want to see healthy 
churches that are active in God’s 
mission. We want to see people 
saved and churches planted. We 
want to see our denomination 
bringing glory to God in these 
ways. Jack’s work and the work of 
TRAIN is simply intended to be a 
stimulus to that. A catalyst, if you 
like!

- Murray Capill

Rev Dr Jack de Vries, Ministry 
Development Coach, will shortly enter 

his fifth year serving the CRCA
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John grew up in a poor family in Malaita, and after 
completing primary school, he attended high school, 
but only completed two years because there was not 
enough money for him to continue. John was not a 
brilliant student, so schooling was always a challenge. 
Like many young men with very little to do, he drifted 
to Honiara, and eventually found a job at a refuelling 
station in the centre of town. 

While he worked there, he met up with other young 
guys, including one who also worked at the refuelling 
station, and together, they got involved in drinking, 
smoking and other activities that do not build up. They 
soon discovered that these things cost money, but at 
least John and one of his friends were working.

John’s job however, did not pay well, and he soon found 
that the costs of hanging around with his mates cost 
more than he could earn. With his friend who worked at 
the service station with him, they saw how much money  
was coming in through petrol sales, and they devised a 
plan to rob the place where they worked. They ended 
up with about $13,000. 

The police caught up with John first, and his friend later. 
His friend denied being involved and blamed John for 
everything. As a result, John received a sentence of 12 
months, while his friend got off scot free.

John did not complain, and served out his sentence. 
While he was in prison, he started following the 
Crossroad Bible Institute correspondence course. It was 
a bit of a struggle for him, because John had not had a 
great education. But he was always cheerful, and happy 
to speak to Michael, Kevin or Jair, whoever came in 
from SWIM to do the CBI program.

John was released with a 3 months remission for good 
behaviour, and not long after his release, came to SWIM 
to see if we had any work. He had no desire to return to 
his former friends and their way of life.  We started him 

on a casual basis, but he proved a hard, willing and 
cheerful worker. He stayed with us for about a year, 
living on the Base, during which time his father also 
came and visited us to express his appreciation for the 
way that we looked after his son.

At the end of last year, John enrolled at a Rural Training 
Centre run by the SSEC Church in East Guadalcanal to 
learn carpentry, and he was accepted.

Often, on the weekends, he comes back to SWIM, just to 
help out and to be with his new Christian family and 
friends. He is currently here for the midyear holidays. 
He is still cheerful and happy, and walking with Jesus, 
who is now his best friend.

- Kevin Rietveld

For the last 15 years Kevin & Machi Rietveld have enjoyed 
fruitful service as CRCA Mission Workers at the SWIM in 
Honiara. At the end of 2012 they will retire from their role in 
The Solomons and move in Queensland. We wish them every 
blessing as they make this change.

John: At the 
Crossroads
Kevin Rietveld shares how the Gospel is 
bringing freedom to the captives in the 
Solomon Islands...

John checking the batteries for the solar 
system at one of the SWIM houses

A powerful example of how the Gospel 
changes lives...
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...we never realized how “big” the project would become...

When WD&R considered a 
community based project involving 
people living with HIV/Aids some 
15 years ago, we never realised how 
big or significant this project would 
be. 

Thankfully TEAR Australia came 
alongside and took on the 
management of the program.  
Without their expertise we would 
have floundered for sure. Because of 
their skilled management and 
guidance, this project became a 
wonderful program expressing the 
compassion of our Lord for victims 
of injustice and those locked in great 
spiritual/physical and emotional 
suffering. 

God has so blessed this work that 
thousands have been helped with 
Christ centred counsel and given 
wonderful and practical Christian 
love. In fact, thousands of families 
have been welcomed into God’s 
Kingdom through this ministry. Not 
only that, it has served as a model of 
“best practice in South Asia” for a 
long time. 

Next year, we are winding down our 
direct involvement with the team in 
India and TEAR Australia because 
the project has come to a stage 
where it is now able to be sustained 
by local churches in India. 

This story involves one young man, 
but covers the whole history of the 
HIV/Aids project. In June, this 
proud new shopkeeper (pictured) 
was formally presented with $150 
worth of start up stock for his tiny 
little store. He is quite seriously 
disabled, but he is able to run this 
store. 

He has a sad life story. Fifteen years 
ago I met the whole family at one of 
the regular clinics. Both of his 
parents and a sister have now died 
of AIDs. Only a younger brother 
aged about 18 is still alive and is 
taking antiretroviral (ARV) 
medication for HIV. While the 
“shopkeeper” doesn't have HIV, his 
life will be even harder when his old 
grandmother becomes too old and 
frail to care for him. Now he is 
earning 80c per day and most 
wonderfully: he knows and loves 

Jesus. Special thanks to an 
anonymous donor who bought that 
“shop” in WD&R’s Compassionate 
Catalogue last year. That gift could 
well be producing up to some $300 
per year of income for a long time.

God has enabled us to see results in 
this particular project. That is not 

always the case with all our projects. 
Sometimes we may be able to help a 
community rebuild after a tragic 
event such as a Tsunami. In some 
cases, it is not always possible to 
come back after a few years to see 
the ‘results’. Sometimes we have 
helped desperate refugees survive 
through e.g. the famine in East 
Africa. They have been sustained by 
the food we could give them. We 
met some of their needs for a time. 
So, while we don’t always see the 
whole picture, we trust that God 
will bless the gifts we have given in 
his name. 

At WD&R we take the 
“Development” and the “Relief” 
components of our mandate very 
seriously. We want to see good 
holistic programs that really make a 
difference in our hurting world. 

Less than 50 years ago this 
“Kingdom vision” was cast in the 
CRCA. We want to be a 
denomination that GROWs the 
Kingdom of God at home and 
abroad. Through the generous 
support of CRCA congregations, 
God is providing resources to keep 
turning this vision into reality.

Please join us at WD&R in thanking 
God for giving us the courage to see 
this significant project through to a 
good outcome. 

- Bert Kuipers

WD&R/TEAR Partner Project

thousands of families have been 
welcomed into God’s Kingdom 

through this ministry
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Ministry, Mission & Social Media

With all the rash statements and ill thought texts publicized 
in recent weeks, you have to ask whether there is any place for 
social media in ministry...

Over recent months, the use and abuse of social media 
sites like Twitter and Facebook comes under regular 
scrutiny. Many have followed the sad developments 
after a few Olympians made some imprudent posts in 
social media.  There are other examples, notably the 
public reaction to the recent murder of a women in 
Melbourne, Australia. Law enforcement officials 
pleaded with people not to post their views on social 
media as it may jeopardize the trial of the person 
arrested for the crime.

True. Some people seem not to give too much thought 
about what they put out there. Many status updates are 
bland and banal. Recent media reports have openly 
questioned the narcissistic nature of many social media 
interactions.

As a pastor I find much of Facebook irritating. I do not 
have the time or the inclination to trawl through the 
posts, especially when many people are posting about 
some game they’ve played, or “liking” some game that 
someone else had played… I was pretty happy the day I 
discovered how to turn all that stuff off.

My problem is that a large proportion of people use 
Facebook as their only means of communication. This is 
hard to understand, but it is true. So, if I want to 
communicate with as many people as possible, 
Facebook is going to be part of my ministry landscape.

Twitter is another animal altogether. Like Facebook, you 
can waste a lot of time trawling through all the 
information. 

Twitter, however, does not have the same level of 
attraction as Facebook. Part of the reason for this may be

• it takes a certain level of skill to limit your thoughts to 
140 characters 

• Twitter tends to attract a different demographic that 
Facebook, with many using the interface to gather and 
filter news from many different streams

• Twitter is much more ‘in the moment’ with only a few 
people taking the time to review posts more than a 
few minutes old

Despite all this, it is possible to use social media wisely 
and purposefully. This involves setting very clear 
boundaries around how you will engage and how much 
time to  you will dedicate to it. Will it just be for work/
ministry? Will it just be personal? Will you, for example, 
use Facebook  for personal stuff and Twitter for 
ministry? Ultimately, you have to make this decision, so 
it’s important to think about it all before you start down 
the social media road.

You can do this by filtering out all the rubbish. Get into 
Facebook’s account and privacy settings, and turn off 
everything that is not important. That will save you a bit 
of grief. The better way to tame the social media 
dragons, however, is to use a third party interface like 
Tweetdeck or Hootsuite - I use the former.

Technology

the world judges Jesus by what his people 
say and do. So, if you’re going to use social 
media, make sure it’s positive, thoughtful 

and upbuilding. Jesus deserves nothing less

http://www.tweetdeck.com
http://www.tweetdeck.com
http://hootsuite.com
http://hootsuite.com
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Tweetdeck constantly keeps track of what my Facebook 
‘friends’ say in their status updates (without listing all 
their boring game scores). I can fire it up any time and 
scan the stream - saving stacks of time. 

Further, with Tweetdeck, I can see various Twitter feeds, 
as well as Facebook, when it’s convenient for me to do 
so. With Tweetdeck I can post to either Facebook, 
Twitter, or both, so I hardly even have to use their 
clunky web interfaces.

But here’s the terrific bit: with incoming information, I 
can arrange the Twitter posts into ‘lists’ that really work 
for me. I have lists of journalists, ministry workers, 
church planters, people of influence, and people whose 
posts I just don’t want to miss (yes, such people do 
exist). 

This allows me to review a huge amount of information 
vey rapidly, and to catch people’s blog updates without 
missing a beat. It allows me to stay up to date in ways 
that would not be possible any other way. It is a very 
time efficient way to keep up with it all, most days this 
takes about 5 minutes or so.

With posts that I send, using Facebook and Twitter I can 
communicate with around 1000 people every time. Of 
course, I’m pretty sure that not everyone reads what I 
post. Maybe only a few do. To be honest, it’s hard to 
quantify just how many people read what I send 
without paying money, and having some Dutch genes, 
that is not something I am going to do.

Even so, when a write a new blog post, and I see that it 
has been read in Pakistan, or Taiwan, or Alice Springs, 
or somewhere in Russia I feel encouraged, and trust that 
God will use what has been said for his purposes.

My main goal in using social media is to get people 
thinking about God and what he has done through 
Jesus. I want people to think, to discern, to weigh and 
sift what is happening around them. And if the Lord 
uses some of this to draw people closer to himself, then 
I think that’s a good thing.

Perhaps most importantly, take great care with what 
you post. Through hasty words friendships have ended 
and careers have been lost. Like the proverbial 
toothpaste, once it’s out there, it’s out there. Not only 
that, it’s impossible to ‘unsay’ something. Even if you 
delete your ill thought remark, someone will have seen 
it and damage may have been done. 

Christians, in particular, need to be aware that the world 
judges Jesus by what his people say and do. So, if you’re 

going to use social media, make sure it’s positive, 
thoughtful and upbuilding. Jesus deserves nothing less.

Next issue I will take a look at some inexpensive but 
very efficient tools for collating and managing 
information you find on the web.

For now, here are a few sites you might want to check 
out:

• Michael Hyatt @MichaelHyatt - bestselling author 
and respected speaker. Michael is the former 
Chairman and CEO of Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
He now writes, speaks, and consults full-time. 
Michael is married and has five daughters. He 
lives near Nashville, Tennessee

• Michael has written a number of posts on Twitter, 
including a beginner’s guide to Twitter and a 
mythbusting ‘How Much Time Does it Really 
Take?’

• Ed Stetzer @EdStetzer (whose article “Australian 
Reflections” appears in this issue of Catalyst) is a 
excellent example of how to make Twitter and 
other social media work well for ministry and 
mission. Ed is a prolific writer and commentator 
on things missional and church planting. His blog 
is a mine of information 

• Jack de Vries @crcamtc Ministry Development 
Coach with the CRCA also promotes ministry and 
mission through Twitter and Facebook. Jack 
oversees the development of the Ministry 
Formation website, an important catalyst for 
mission and resources in the CRCA an beyond

• Christianity Today interviewed Adam Thomas 
about how Christians can use social media 
positively

NOTE: Recent changes to the Tweetdeck application have 
modified some of its functionality (I am still using the old 
version). It will pay to have a close look at what various 
applications offer. You can read MacWorld’s review of the new 
software here.

- Dave Groenenboom
@DaveGroenenboom

https://twitter.com/MichaelHyatt
https://twitter.com/MichaelHyatt
http://michaelhyatt.com/the-beginners-guide-to-twitter.html
http://michaelhyatt.com/the-beginners-guide-to-twitter.html
http://michaelhyatt.com/how-much-time-does-twittering-really-take.html
http://michaelhyatt.com/how-much-time-does-twittering-really-take.html
http://michaelhyatt.com/how-much-time-does-twittering-really-take.html
http://michaelhyatt.com/how-much-time-does-twittering-really-take.html
https://twitter.com/edstetzer
https://twitter.com/edstetzer
https://twitter.com/crcamtc
https://twitter.com/crcamtc
http://ministryformation.com.au
http://ministryformation.com.au
http://ministryformation.com.au
http://ministryformation.com.au
http://www.buildingchurchleaders.com/downloads/practicalministryskills/usingtechnologymedia/ps106-a.html
http://www.buildingchurchleaders.com/downloads/practicalministryskills/usingtechnologymedia/ps106-a.html
http://www.macworld.com/article/2011492/twitter-updates-tweetdeck-with-new-theme-other-improvements.html%23tk.nl_mwbest
http://www.macworld.com/article/2011492/twitter-updates-tweetdeck-with-new-theme-other-improvements.html%23tk.nl_mwbest
https://twitter.com/DaveGroenenboom
https://twitter.com/DaveGroenenboom
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I tend to fall in love with a place 
when I am there--such was the case 
with Australia. In many ways it is 
like where I've lived most of my life 
(outside of the Bible Belt), just more 
so--more secular, more post-
Christian, and more lost.

I've already shared a humorous post 
about my adventure in Australia, 
and we will call that part one of this 
seven part series. I'd like to share 
some more serious observations in 
the next six posts.

Tim Sims recently shared some 
statistics on the lostness of Australia 
at a recent conference there. Scott 
Sanders provided these highlights of 
that research which I'd like to share 
with you:

• "Church" has a negative perception 
among Aussies due to: church 
abuse, religious wars, hypocrisy, 
judgmentalism, and issues around 
money, as well as being seen as 
outdated, authoritarian and 
exclusive. Those not attending 
church have issues-- real or 
perceived-- which need to be 
addressed. The great news is Jesus 
is still viewed positively by the 
average Australian.

• There have been little change in 
'Christian' beliefs during the last 50 
years: 74% of Australians still 
believe in God, 53% in heaven, 
45% in life after death and 
interestingly 43% in the 
resurrection of Jesus. Yet as a 
church we tend to agree with the 
media's perception that there is 
widespread disbelief. The reality is 
"Australians are very concerned 
about religion, just not sure that 
the religion we promote in our 
churches is the religion of Jesus."

• The importance of church is low 
due to the perception that real 
Christians don't need to go to 
church. We've inherited this 
tradition in our churches, 45% of 
people belief this. But we know 
that church community is vital to 
sustain and grow in Christ 
(Hebrews 10).

• The changes in church affiliation 
from 1901 to 2006 were impacted 
by: World War I (an incredible 
tragedy for Australia-- particularly, 
the institutions that had promised 
so much showed they were deeply 
flawed and didn't hold truth. It 
was a war seen as between 
Christian nations); World War II 
(released communism, which, in 
turn, increased virulent secular 
belief and conservative socialism. 
Schools came under attack and lost 
the commitment to demand 
Christian worship in schools.); 
massive social changes in the 

1970's across society (including the 
introduction of No-Fault Divorce 
legislation. This lead to an attack 
on families. Tim argues that there 
is a high correlation between low 
church attendance and the 
introduction of No-Fault Divorce.). 
More recently we have seen the net 
effect of these social changes in 
broken families, damaged 
individuals and a high rate of 
teenage suicide and depression. 
All this during a time when 
Australia has been largely 
prosperous and relatively safe 
compared to rest of the world. It is 
perhaps this aspect of our culture 
which has impacted attendance in 
churches.

You can see the video of Tim's talk at 
the Exploring Effective Ministry 
Under God conference here. 

Scott Sanders knows this reality. He 
recently wrote to me saying:

Australian Reflections US Church Planting writer, Ed 
Stetzer, visited Australia early in 2012. 
Here, Ed shares his reflections on 
Australian spirituality and our 
missional calling.

Ed Stetzer has planted, revitalized, and 
pastored churches.  He has trained pastors 
and church planters on five continents, 
holds two masters degrees and two 
doctorates, and has written dozens of 
articles and books. Ed is a contributing 
editor for Christianity Today, a columnist 
for Outreach Magazine and Catalyst 
Monthly, serves on the advisory council of 
Sermon Central and Christianity Today's 
Building Church Leaders, and is frequently 
cited or interviewed in news outlets such 
as USA Today and CNN.

Ed is Visiting Professor of Research and 
Missiology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, Visiting Research Professor at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 

Seminary, and has taught at fifteen other colleges and seminaries. He also serves 
on the Church Services Team at the International Mission Board.
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10 ...Churches reforming to reach the lost for Christ

As you've evidenced, Australia is a 
secular society, but we were founded 
with a Christian worldview. This 
worldview seems to be underlying many 
aspects of our culture, but it is 
increasingly unknown, confused, and 
smothered out in our prosperity. I don't 
want to sound pessimistic because we 
have a God who desires people from all 
nations to be saved, and we have the 
power in the gospel.

I want to ask the question "why 
aren't people coming to church?" Or 
even more so "why aren't we (God's 
people) reaching people with the 
great news of the gospel better?" 
What is causing this? If you look at 
Tim Sims' research and the NCLS 
data you will see outreach isn't a 
priority in our churches, we're not 
looking to share our faith or make 
disciples (Matthew 28:18-20). There 
is much to be thankful for. We have a 

good culture of small groups and 
inspiring leaders but lack 
effectiveness in the implementation.

Importantly, every church must have 
a disciple-making culture. A friend 
of mine, Craig Dobbie spoke at EV 
Church about the importance of 
every member in the church having 
a growing conviction of the urgency 
of the gospel, a growing confidence 
in the power of the gospel, and how 
they might make disciples and 
encouraging connection.

In addition to Tim and Scott, the 
National Church Life Survey is an 
excellent resource to understand the 
church in Australia. It's a 
partnership for research among 
multiple denominations. When 
asked to identify reasons given for 
not attending church, their research 
shows:

42% stated worship services are too 
boring or unfulfilling

35% had problems with the beliefs 
and moral stance of the churches.

Other reasons also included: lack of 
motivation; bad experiences in the 
context of church life; lack of time; 
and lack of access (transportation, 
poor health, a lack of churches 
nearby or a lack of churches of the 
respondent's denomination)

Another group, Olive Tree Media, 
recently shared some stats about 
why people in Australia don't attend 
church. I will go more in depth with 
that in my next post.

This series of articles was originally 
published on Ed Stetzer’s blog, and is 
reproduced with Ed’s kind permission
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